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NARRP membership dues increasing in 2010 
 
It’s been 3 years since NARRP increased dues.  At the last board meeting the beard voted to 
increase dues to keep up the increasing cost of doing business. Effective January 1, 2010, the 
annual membership rates will be: 
 
Individual - $75 
Institutional - $75 first member and $70 each additional member 
Retiree – $33 (no increase) 
Student - $33 (no increase) 
 
Renew before December 31 and get the 2009 rate! 
 
 
Send NARRP your internship opportunities 
 
Did you know that NARRP has several student and recent graduate members that are looking 
to break into the profession?  Most of these folks do not qualify for many of the job 
announcements that we send out, which call for experienced planners.   
 
Please send us your entry level and internship opportunities to help new planners develop their 
experience.  
 
 
Training Announcement 
 
Exit Strategies: Managing Human Waste in the Wild 
 
Presented by The American Alpine Club at the American Mountaineering Center Golden, 
Colorado July 30-31 and August 1, 2010 
 
We invite top land managers, scientists, entrepreneurs, and wilderness participants from around 
the globe to discuss and formulate strategies for managing human waste in remote areas. The 
Exit Strategies conference will include general/plenary sessions, poster presentations, field-
proven techniques and opportunities for focused problem solving. To create a productive setting 
in which participants can spark important conversations, explore innovative ideas, and develop 
effective solutions, the conference will be limited to 100 attendees 

embers.  



 
Registration: $150.00 for attendees, $25 for students (reduced fee provided by "Leave No 
Trace"), $300 for Vendors. Opens December 1, 2009 for attendees, vendors, speakers, 
volunteers, and students 
 
Optional: field trip August 1st. Morning hike to see systems in action at Rocky Mountain 
National Park. $35 (includes lunch and transportation) 
 
For more information:  
Roger Robinson 
Exit Strategies Chairman 
(907) 733-9108 (Alaska time) 
Exit Strategies Conference: http://www.americanalpineclub.org/exitstrategies 
 
 
Theodore J. Wirth: a fine park planner with wise advice for Nov. 3 
election 
Courtesy of MinnPost.com 
 
On Sept. 4, 2009, Theodore J. Wirth (Ted), an internationally recognized landscape architect 
who specialized in park planning, died at his home in Minneapolis.  
 
On Nov. 3, 2009, Minneapolitans will be going to the polls. Every voter in Minneapolis can vote 
for park commissioners, one commissioner for the voter's district and three at-large 
commissioners. I feel it is tragic that Ted Wirth will not be with us to cast his vote. It was 
important to Ted that we protect our parks by electing the best possible candidates for park 
commissioner — so much so that he left us his endorsements, with which I agree.  
 
I first met Ted 10 years ago because, while reading his grandfather's book, "Minneapolis Park 
System 1883-1944," my curiosity was sparked. I wanted to know: Who was this man Theodore 
Wirth who designed and built the world-class park system that we Minneapolitans enjoy today? 
Al Wittman, a Minneapolis park historian, suggested I call the author's grandson, Ted Wirth, who 
was living in Billings, Mont. 
 
I said to Al, "What would Ted Wirth know? He is only a grandson." Al explained to me that there 
was no one else alive who could tell me more about the elder Theodore Wirth — and he went 
on to tell me why. 
 
The oldest grandson, a landscape architect 
First, because Ted Wirth was the oldest grandson of Theodore Wirth, Ted knew his grandfather 
well. Ted spent childhood summers in Minneapolis at his grandfather's home at 3954 Bryant 
Avenue South, the same home that was the deal-maker when the early park commissioners 
recruited the elder Wirth to Minneapolis to design and develop the one-of-a-kind Minneapolis 
Park System that we have today. 
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Second, because Ted, like his grandfather, had been educated to become a landscape 
architect. 
 
Third, because Ted, like his grandfather, had dedicated a lifetime to public park and recreation 
planning. 
 
Now I understood. I picked up the phone and called Ted Wirth, who happened to be at his 
Jackson, Wyo. design office. Once our dialogue began, it didn't stop for 10 years. 
 
Ted invited my husband and me to come there for a meeting. We flew to Jackson in November 
1999. During that visit, many of my questions about Theodore Wirth were answered. In addition, 
I was fascinated to learn about Ted Wirth. It was clear to me why Al Wittman had referred Ted 
to me as the ultimate knowledgeable resource. 
 
Cutting-edge work in park and recreation planning 
I came to understand that Wirth family leadership was cutting edge in park and recreation 
planning. Ted's long, prolific career was the final extension of his father's and grandfather's 
work. As the third generation Wirth landscape architect, Ted was the namesake and grandson 
of Minneapolis Park Superintendent Theodore Wirth (1863-1949) and the son of Conrad Wirth 
(1899-1993), the landscape architect who was the longest serving director of the National Park 
Service (NPS). Since 1950, Ted had designed and implemented a broad range of plans and 
projects in nearly every state in the country, as well as abroad. 
 
Early in his career, Ted had worked for the National Park Service. One of his first projects had 
been planning public access to Rocky Mountain National Park. By 1955, he had become the 
planning director and landscape architect for the NPS' Western Division, where he was in 
charge of all planning and development for Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. 
 
In 1961, Ted established Wirth Design Associates in Billings.Wirth Design produced more than 
350 municipal, state and national park projects. Some well-known examples of state park 
projects that Ted designed are Lake Tahoe State Park in California; LBJ Ranch State Park in 
Texas; Carver State Park in Minnesota; and Custer State Park in Custer, S.D. He also designed 
the North Dakota State Park System Master Plan. 
 
Transformed decaying industrial site 
In 1987, Ted was hired by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) to design and 
develop a decaying industrial site on the Mississippi River. Ted's genius transformed this 
blighted property into the municipal park we know as Boom Island Park. Subsequently, Ted 
produced the conceptual studies for the Cedar Lake Trails, which generated 60 miles of bicycle 
trails throughout Minneapolis. In 2004, he designed and installed the Theodore Wirth Statue 
Garden at Theodore Wirth Park in honor of his grandfather. 
 
That day in Jackson, Wyo., changed the course of my life, and it also changed the life of Ted 
Wirth. With great enthusiasm, Ted began to turn his attention to the history of public parks as a 
means to establish a greater understanding of the value they bring to the quality of daily life. He 
began traveling to Minneapolis on a regular basis so that he could teach Minneapolitans about 



his grandfather, who had been a true pioneer in the field of park and recreation planning. 
 
Ted and I began to collaborate. The centerpiece of the project would be his grandfather's home. 
We worked to have the building placed on the National Register. Because Theodore Wirth was 
the dean of the American municipal parks movement, and because Theodore Wirth's design 
offices were within the home, on June 7, 2002, the National Park Service entered the historic 
home on the National Register of Historic Places as: "The Theodore Wirth Home and 
Administration Building," a national historic site. Ted and I began giving tours. The public loved 
hearing Ted describe his grandfather while he showed them through the house. Ted was proud 
to show his grandfather's office and the design studio, which were the actual location where his 
grandfather created the designs for the Minneapolis Park System. 
 
A century after his grandfather had arrived, 78-year-old Ted turned his entire focus to 
Minneapolis parks history. He retired from his practice and relocated to Minneapolis in 2005. He 
put 55 years of experience to work. Together we assembled a proposal to the park board: We 
would fund, restore, furnish, staff and open the historic home as a learning center. Ted intended 
to implement a curriculum for school-age children during the week and adult tours on weekends. 
Our efforts ultimately were thwarted; Ted was discouraged that the project had become a 
casualty of bureaucratic politics, but he was hopeful that the upcoming city election would bring 
positive change. 
 
Last summer, when his health declined, I promised Ted that I would carry on our work until his 
vision for the Wirth House became a reality. I received a big smile for that promise shortly 
before Ted's last breath. According to Ted's wishes, he was laid to rest beside his father and 
grandfather in Lakewood Cemetery in Minneapolis. Their dedication to parks for the people has 
given us a legacy of municipal, state, national and even international parks from which people 
benefit every day. 
 
 
NRPA Advocacy Efforts Help to Double Funding for LWCF Stateside  
 
The House and Senate Interior Appropriations Committees announced today that they will 
provide $40 million to the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Stateside Assistance 
Program for FY 2010. This more than doubles the funding level from FY 2009 and reverses the 
trend of decreased program funding over the last several years.  
 
During initial consideration of the bill in May, the House Appropriations Committee originally 
voted to provide $30 million in funding to Land Water (LWCF) Stateside. Due to the diligence of 
NRPA advocacy and the leadership of Reps. Norm Dicks (D-WA) and James McGovern (D-
MA), a manager’s amendment was accepted providing an additional $10 million to LWCF 
Stateside, bringing the total funding to $40 million on this House bill. The Senate version of the 
bill passed in September and provided $35 million for LWCF Stateside. 
 
As the bill went to Conference to resolve the differences between the House and Senate 
versions, early indications were that the lower funding amount would prevail. However, the 



NRPA advocacy network was relentless in its pursuit of the higher funding level and our 
advocacy efforts have paid dividends.  The LWCF Stateside Assistance Program funds 
matching grants to assist states and localities in recreational planning, acquiring recreational 
lands and waters, and developing outdoor recreation facilities. The funds for FY2010 will be 
available to Governors early next year.  In addition to doubling the funding for LWCF stateside, 
the funding for the federal program was increased by 47% compared to FY 2009.  
 
NRPA would like to express its gratitude to all of our members and coalition partners who took 
part in this advocacy campaign to ensure $40 million in federal funding will be available for state 
and local park agencies in FY 2010. Today’s achievement serves as evidence to how effective 
our collective advocacy efforts are as well as our ability to influence LWCF funding levels.  
 
While today was a huge win and we thank all of you for your advocacy efforts thus far, the fight 
is not over. In an effort to obtain full and dedicated funding which has the potential to be ten 
times the current amount of LWCF, your advocacy efforts become even more important. Thank 
You Again!  
 
 
Deja vu all over again: the "other" as trail user  
Courtesy of http://urbanplacesandspaces.blogspot.com  
 
The Gazette (via Greater Greater Washington and Washcycle) reports on anti-recreation trail 
sentiment in Prince George's County, including--horrors--having the trail run on "private" 
property through easements. See "‘We just don't want them in our backyards'." 
 
In the project I am working on to create a pedestrian and bicycling master plan for part of a 
county in Maryland, I've come to see the necessity of having, if possible, a comprehensive plan 
for recreational trails. (As part of a comprehensive pedestrian and bicycle plan.) 
 
For years, I've been freely expressing my biases in favor of street riding as opposed to 
separated riding on trails, and my bias towards transportation/utilitarian bicycling as opposed to 
recreational riding. 
 
But guess what, planning isn't about your biases, it's about being expansive, thorough, 
complete, and structured--it's about serving everyone, not just people like yourself. 
 
I've come to learn that many cities across the country have extensive recreational trail programs 
to accommodate both bicycling and walking. There are many great resources for trail planning 
(National Trails Training Partnership). And of course, on the East Coast, one of the augurs of 
trail development is the East Coast Greenway project, which works to provide a bicycle route 
along the East Coast somewhat comparable to the hiking route, the Appalachian Trail. 
 
Even the DC Parks "plan" (more about that later), Capital Space, proposes as part of one of its 
six "big ideas" that a greenway trail be created as part of the development of the Fort Circle 
Parks series of circle parks around the city. Plus there is the Anacostia Trail under development 
as well as the Metropolitan Branch Trail. 

http://www.gazette.net/stories/10292009/prinnew184206_32533.shtml
http://www.americantrails.org/resources/planning/%22
http://www.greenway.org/
http://www.capitalspace.gov/
http://www.metbranchtrail.com/


 
However, as Suzanne pointed out, the signs only communicate to people who already know 
about the trail and/or bicycling. They do nothing for people unfamiliar with the trail. MBT? To 
me, having been born in Michigan, when I see the acronym MBT, I think "Michigan Bell 
Telephone." Spell it out... 
 
Wayfinding systems for bicycling and walking are very important. There is a good plan for 
wayfinding for the Bethesda Trolley Trail that can be used as a model to guide similar efforts 
elsewhere. And the Feet First organization in Seattle has developed amazing maps for 
neighborhoods, walk to school, and trails and districts. 
 
And Baltimore is developing a number of trails (Gwynns Falls, Jones Falls, others), while in 
Montgomery County and Prince George's County, there is an integrated set of recreational trails 
already extant including the Northwest and Northeast Branch Trails, Sligo Creek, Capital 
Crescent, etc. 
 
Prince George's County has a great brochure on the Anacostia River Tributaries recreational 
system, including trails, etc. 
 
In talking with a colleague who used to work for the Chicago Bicycle Federation, we've both 
come to agree that for families, recreational trails are often the entry point for reintroducing 
bicycling as a accepted means for mobility, and as a way to practice and get comfortable with 
biking before going out to the roads. 
 
This is the flip side of the point made in the Tyee article, "Portland's Bicycle Brilliance," that you 
have to find ways to make bicycling comfortable and safe for the 59% of people who are willing 
to ride transportationally, but aren't ready to mix with serious traffic. 
 
And I have to say, riding on the streets defensively, always on the lookout to avoid dangerous 
situations with vehicles, is stressful. There is something to be said for riding on trails and not 
worrying about cars. 
 
But you get this attitude that ‘We just don't want them in our backyards', which we have 
discussed before ("Criminal Bicyclists"). 
 
The basic idea behind the attitude is that anyone different from you (someone who doesn't drive 
a car--that means transit users, bicyclists, and walkers), especially from outside of your 
neighborhood, is to be feared and demonized as "the other," someone "not from around here" 
and likely to vandalize your property, break into your house, etc. 
 
-- The Other as a philosophical concept. 
 
The funny thing is that trails can be a great economic development tool (see the meta study of 
economic impact of trails from Rails to Trails Conservancy) and so many communities promote 
trails, recreational cycling, and cycle touring as an economic development initiative and an 
integral part of tourism promotion planning (Carroll County Maryland, Great Delmarva Bicycle 
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Trail on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia, as well as Delaware, Caroline County 
Maryland, and the report Trail Towns: Capturing Trail-Based Tourism). 
 
But at the same time, they are well focused on the provision of trails and greenways as an 
integral element of placemaking and quality of life for residents, investors, and visitors. 
 
The reality is that crime on trails is not an issue generally, when compared to typical crime 
statistics. Although lightly used trails, or dark trails at night (see "Darkened Part of Park Trail 
Near Metro to Get Lighting" from the Post about crime problems on the Northwest Branch Trail 
in the vicinity of the West Hyattsville Metro Station--the area has had problems because it is in a 
relatively isolated location with limited "natural surveillance"--eyes on the street!) can be a 
problem. 
 
The issue is to design trails right from the outset. For example, DDOT has done a great job by 
including lighting on the Metropolitan Branch Trail in areas abutting the railroad tracks and less 
traveled industrial areas. (I don't have photos yet.) 
 
All communities should have a trails network, if possible, to link parks and neighborhoods. The 
problem is that retrofitting such a system is very expensive. And that doesn't even get into the 
fear of the other questions. And for the most part, best practices parks and recreation planning 
includes trail planning. 
 
Still, like for most park assets, living by trails ends up increasing residential property values (see 
the report by Professor John Crompton, The Proximate Principle: The Impact of Parks, Open 
Space and Water Features on Residential Property Values and the Property Tax Base).  
 
In the case of the Baltimore and Annapolis Trail among others, has helped augur commercial 
district and neighborhood revitalization in places like Severna Park, Maryland, and they are 
incredible opportunities for volunteerism and civic engagement. 
 
But as long as we focus on the other, the more we try to keep our neighborhoods isolated, the 
reality is that the more isolated--and less safe--we become. 
 
 
New Resource on the Psychology of Play 
 
The American Journal of Play is a forum for discussing the history, culture, and psychology of 
play. An interdisciplinary quarterly of Strong National Museum of Play, the Journal aims to 
increase awareness and understanding of the role of play in learning and human development 
and the ways in which play illuminates cultural history.  
 
Published quarterly through the University of Illinois Press, the American Journal of Play is 
intended for educators, psychologists, play therapists, sociologists, anthropologists, folklorists, 
historians, museum professionals, toy and game designers, policy makers, and others 
interested in children and the importance of play. 
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Peer-reviewed and written in a clear, straightforward style suitable for such a wide readership, 
the American Journal of Play features articles, essays, opinion pieces, interviews, and book 
reviews in child development, education, psychology, sociology, anthropology, neuroscience, 
history, popular culture, museum studies, and other play-related fields, including technology and 
play. 
 
The American Journal of Play includes material that synthesizes and puts into perspective major 
themes of play scholarship; summarizes emerging areas of play research; presents significant 
new research about play; illuminates the important role of play in learning and human 
development throughout the life cycle; examines the interrelationship of play to other aspects of 
human endeavor; explicates social, cultural, educational, and public policy issues related to 
play; and explores cultural history through the world of play. 
 
For more information: http://americanjournalofplay.org/index.htm 
 
 
Bill Would Sweep Away Court Cases and Make Roadless Rule the Law 
Courtesy of the Outdoor Industry Foundation 
 
Two members of Congress from Washington State have introduced a bill that would make 
permanent the 2001 Roadless Areas rule that has been tied up in legal wrangling since 2001. 
 
Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-WA) and Rep. Jay Inslee (D-WA) introduced legislation that would ban 
almost all road construction on 58 million acres of roadless national forests. The House bill has 
152 co-sponsors while the Senate bill has 25 co-sponsors.  
 
Cantwell said the legislation would resolve the costly legal conflict and would allow the Forest 
Service to focus dollars on maintenance of existing roads. 
 
“This act is not just good environmental policy, but it is also smart fiscal policy – it prevents the 
government from wasting millions of taxpayer dollars and it allows the Forest Service to shift 
focus to its maintenance backlog,” she said. 
 
President Obama has said he supports the 2001 Roadless Rule and Secretary of Agriculture. 
Tom Vilsack announced last month that if federal courts don’t resolve their disagreements about 
national forest roadless areas, the Forest Service will write a new rule. 
 
 
California state parks plan weekday closures, cutbacks in Inland 
Empire 
Courtesy of the LA Times 
 
If you’re planning a fall, winter or spring outing to California state parks or recreation areas in 
the Inland Empire region, make sure your destination will be open on the dates you want to go. 
And that advice may soon apply to other regions too. 

http://americanjournalofplay.org/index.htm
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Starting next week, five state sites, including Mt. San Jacinto, Chino Hills, Lake Perris, 
Silverwood Lake and the California Citrus State Historic Park, will either close to the public on 
certain weekdays or reduce services. In some cases, parks will be open for day use for fewer 
hours each day. These steps are being taken because of budget reductions. 
 
My colleague Pete Thomas has the full rundown in his Outposts blog, along with a head’s-up 
that parks elsewhere may take similar steps. 
 
In a news release today on the closures, Supt. Ron Krueper of the parks’ Inland Empire District 
said that cutbacks during slower visitor periods are necessary to maintain “high-quality service 
and public safety standards” during the summer, weekends and holidays. California parks are 
making $14.2 million in budget reductions in an effort to continue to keep all sites open despite 
a statewide fiscal crisis. 
 
The closures at Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area, which will happen on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, are a blow for personal watercraft fans, who buzz all around the lake, about two 
hours’ drive from Los Angeles, and for boaters too. Mt. San Jacinto State Park, which will close 
its Idyllwild campground, day-use and sector office on Mondays through Wednesdays, is home 
to the second highest mountain range in Southern California. 
 
 
Job Announcement – USDA Forest Service 
 
National Recreation Sites Program Manager 
 
US Forest Service – Washington, D.C.   
 
GS-401-13/14 or GS-807-13/14 
 
Who:  This position is open to federal employees government wide or individuals eligible to 
compete through special authorities, e.g. VEOA or reinstatement eligible. 
 
Where:  The position is part of the Recreation, Heritage, and Volunteers Staff of the US Forest 
Service headquarters office in Washington, D.C.   
 
Position: The Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land and provides recreation 
opportunities for millions of visitors each year who make use of our 17,000 recreation sites.  The 
incumbent serves as Recreation Sites Program Manager and is fully responsible for managing 
the recreation facilities program.  The incumbent will bring vision and leadership skills to guide 
this program into the Forest Service’s second century of providing opportunities to connect 
people to the natural environment.    
 
Duties of the position include a focus on operations and maintenance of the facilities 
infrastructure, management of data related to recreation facilities such as the INFRA database 
and others, focus on health and safety in our facilities, and sustainable operations.   This 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/outposts/2009/10/service-reductions-weekday-closures-announced-or-inland-empire-state-parks-.html
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/712/files/2009ServiceReductionsInlandEmpire.pdf
http://travel.latimes.com/articles/la-tr-jetski24-2008aug24
http://www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=636


program area plays a significant role in carrying out the agency’s goals for sustainability through 
green buildings and actions to meet the challenges of changing climates.   
 
The position provides input to budget decisions on major investments in agency facilities.  In 
addition, the incumbent provides oversight of a variety of data systems for the 
management/tracking of building and maintenance of developed recreation sites.   Duties also 
include representing RHVR staff in agency-wide discussions of data systems management.   
 
The incumbent provides advice and counsel to the National Recreation Director and the 
Regional Recreation Directors and interacts with other program staff including, Fee Program, 
Landscape Architect, the National Recreation Reservation Services, and Special 
Uses/concessionaire management.    
 
Skills required include working with a variety of internal agency employees, other agencies and 
external organizations.   Position serves as a liaison to the National Recreation and Parks 
Association.  
 
To Apply:  The job is advertised in USAJobs with an announcement number:   
ADS 10-NFS-R-0807-000331G (Landscape Architect) OR  
ADS 10-NFS-R/H-0401-00331G (Biological Sciences – Recreation).   
 
Contact:   
Martha Ketelle, (202) 205-1358, mketelle@fs.fed.us 
Floyd Thompson, (202) 205-1423, fthompson02@fs.fed.us 
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