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Despite economic downturn, Americans and foreign visitors flocked 
to our national parks in 2009 
Courtesy of Outdoor Industry Association 
 
Ten million more Americans and foreign tourists visited the nation’s national parks last year than 
in 2008, a 3.9 percent increase that marked the fifth busiest year ever for the National Park 
System, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced today. 
 
“People both here and abroad know that our national parks are America’s best idea, even 
during an economic downturn,” Salazar said. “Our national parks are treasures that tell the story 
of our country and celebrate its beauty and culture, and they provide vacation bargains for 
families living on a tight budget. They offer priceless opportunities to inspire adults and children 
alike with our wonderful natural, cultural and historic heritage.” 
 
“In an increasingly sedentary society, our parks give parents a place to connect their children 
with nature and learn to appreciate the good feelings that come from healthy green exercise,” 
he said. 
 
More than 285 million people visited national parks and other units of the National Park System 
during 2009, up from just under 275 million in 2008. This fell just short of the all-time visitation 
record of 287.2 million in 1987. 
 
Possible reasons for the increase in visitation include three weekends last summer when the 
Park Service waived entrance fees, the visits by President Obama and his family to Yellowstone 
and the Grand Canyon, the publicity generated by Ken Burns’ documentary on the history of the 
national parks, a decline in gasoline prices, and the continued strong exchange rate the Euro 
enjoys against the dollar. 
 
Salazar highlighted the benefits national parks provide to our economy. A study released today 
revealed that the National Park System supports more than 223,000 jobs and nearly $14 billion 
in economic activity across the country. 
 
Great Smoky Mountain National Park continued its reign as the most-visited national park in 
2009, attracting 9.4 million visitors, while the Blue Ridge Parkway was the most visited unit of 
the system with nearly 16 million visitors. 
 
The top 10 most visited national parks were: 



 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 9,491,437 visitors  
 
Grand Canyon National Park, 4,348,068  
 
Yosemite National Park, 3,737,472  
 
Yellowstone National Park, 3,295,187  
 
Olympic National Park, 3,276,459  
 
Rocky Mountain National Park, 2,822,325  
 
Zion National Park, 2,735,402  
 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, 2,589,288  
 
Grand Teton National Park, 2,580,081  
 
Acadia National Park, 2,227,698  
 
 
Bridges to Somewhere: New “TIGER” Program’s Bite 
Courtesy of citiwire.net 
 
WASHINGTON — Nicknaming a federal grant-in-aid program TIGER may seem an anomaly: 
federal disbursements, normally loaded with rules, regulations and complexity, rarely get called 
bold or ferocious. 
 
But the government’s historic knee-jerk preference for roads gets a nip–maybe a deep bite–in 
the Transportation Department’s just-announced $1.5 billion in grants to states and cities under 
the “Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery” program–or TIGER. 
 
As Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood explained to me last week: “TIGER is our opportunity 
to say to folks that we know you’re trying to do innovative and creative transportation things that 
never really fit our official formulas or program silos. This program is your opportunity to show 
you’re the innovators around the country.” 
 
Each state and local government applicant, in short, had to show how many of the program’s 
goals it could reach– “shovel-ready” job production that fights recession and rebuilds the 
economy, safer streets and communities, environmental sustainability (such as reduced carbon 
emissions), and greater community livability. 
 
There also seems to have been an unwritten factor: to be catalytic, providing the gap financing 
to move commendable but stalled local projects forward. 
 
The contrast to money channeled routinely to roads justified if at all on reducing congestion–
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couldn’t have been more dramatic. 
 
A TIGER-supported replacement for a deteriorated interstate bridge over the Arkansas River in 
Tulsa, for example, won’t just carry cars and trucks but include lanes for bikes and pedestrians, 
long-distance freight and passenger rail service, and also space for a commuter rail system that 
might otherwise have to wait a generation to be completed. 
 
Beleaguered Detroit receives $25 million to help the city assemble funds for its first significant 
transit line in decades –a 3.4-mile light rail line up the central Woodward Avenue spine, seen as 
a major downtown economic stimulant and way for low-income Detroiters to access the center 
city. 
 
Whitefish, Mont., is awarded $3.5 million to return its main street, now a high-speed truck route, 
to walkability and a retail-friendly small town character with curb-to-curb reconstruction, modern 
traffic controls and angled parking. 
 
Then there’s New York City, where Transportation Department officials allocated $83 million in 
TIGER funds to improvements for Penn Station, now congested with more millions of 
passengers than it can reasonably handle. They hope the money will be a magic key to break 
the local political stalemate that has delayed developing a world-class station in the historic 
Farley Office Building across Eighth Avenue. 
 
Where TIGER funds highways, it’s generally for missing links and interchanges. The bigger 
news is freight. A 2,500-mile “Crescent Corridor Freight Rail” network from the Gulf Coast to the 
Mid-Atlantic and involving eight states, receives funding. Plus, TIGER invests $100 million in the 
long-congested Chicago rail hub, a key to efficient delivery of goods nationwide. 
 
It’s true TIGER is covering only 51 projects out of the 1,400 applications (total value $57 billion) 
it received. But if its “modal split” is a harbinger, future government transportation outlays may 
differ radically from the past. Just 23 percent of the TIGER projects are roads, compared to 26 
percent for transit projects, 19 percent for rail, 7 percent for ports and 25 percent for multimodal 
facilities. 
 
The tightly competitive TIGER grants process “is a smartly conservative, competitive, outcome-
oriented way” to assure federal transportation dollars actually serve regions’ own planning 
goals, and support communities’ livability as well as mobility. That’s the judgment of Scott 
Polikov, a Texas town planner and transportation expert and board member of the Congress for 
the New Urbanism. 
 
Polikov worked with a successful Dallas-area TIGER application to fund a new streetcar line 
that connects major employment centers, workforce housing, parks and walkable mixed-use 
neighborhoods as well as existing light and commuter rail lines. Regional cohesion helped win 
the day, he says, with the North Texas Council of Governments–which serves as the designated 
Metropolitan Planning Council (MPO) for its area–using the TIGER grant lure to pull together 
local jurisdictions that rarely work well together. 
 
With Congress hard-pressed to find sufficient money for traditional large-scale highway projects, 
Polikov says the country’s leading MPOs would do well to coalesce for a competitive, less costly 
federal transportation program modeled on TIGER. 
 
Potentially, state transportation departments, which have “ruled the roost” on dispensing both 



their own and federal formula-based transportation dollars, might resist that idea. But TIGER 
lets the cat out of the bag: Why shouldn’t state departments compete, too–especially in big 
projects with neighboring states, and not just roads but waterways and rail, with goals mixed 
from mobility to livability to carbon reduction? 
 
The time’s clearly at hand to spend our transportation dollars a lot more smartly. TIGER’s roar: 
let competition come first. 
 
 
Recreation Community Bands Together to Support National Forest 
Land Management Planning 
Courtesy of pitchengine.com  
 
Outdoor Alliance, Outdoor Industry Association, Colorado Mountain Club, Appalachian 
Mountain Club and the Mountaineers Lend Collective Voice to Proposed U.S. Forest 
Service Planning Rule 
 
02.26.2010 – A coalition of national and regional outdoor groups, including Outdoor Alliance, 
Outdoor Industry Association, Appalachian Mountain Club, the Mountaineers and the Colorado 
Mountain Club, recently commented on the Obama Administration’s efforts to create a new U.S 
Forest Service planning rule. The groups provided critical insight and commentary regarding the 
best way to improve the forest planning process, including how sustainable recreation 
considerations should guide and inform forest planning. 
 
As organizations that directly participate in forest planning efforts across the country, and that 
witness first-hand the implementation of these plans, the coalition commended the Forest 
Service for its vision in meeting future land management issues head on. In supporting a new 
forest planning rule the group also encouraged an open public process, an “all lands” approach 
considering the relationship between NFS lands and neighboring lands and planning methods 
based on the latest available science. 
 
“We’re pretty stoked with the way the recreational community has come together to promote a 
shared vision for the future of our public lands and waters,” comments Adam Cramer of the 
Outdoor Alliance. “Forest Plans serve as the blueprints for how forests are run at the 30,000 
foot level, so a new regulation that governs how forest plans are created will impact all of the 
world-class human-powered recreational resources in our national forests.” 
 
Bryan Martin of The Colorado Mountain Club adds, “ A key element in this initial planning phase 
is the inclusion of recreation on public lands. There is real economic benefit to including cyclists, 
hikers, paddlers, backcountry skiers and climbers in terms of what they bring from a recreational 
standpoint. We encourage the Forest Service to recognize this value as they modernize their 
Forest Plans.” 
 
The scope of the proposed land management planning outlines five guiding principles:  
 
• restoration and conservation of lands to enhance ecosystem resilience 
• addressing climate change through monitoring, mitigation and adaptation 
• maintenance and restoration of watershed health 
• providing diversity of species and habitat 
• fostering sustainable lands and their contribution to rural economies. 

http://www.outdooralliance.net/


 
The coalition made a compelling case to add a sixth planning principle that focuses on 
recreation. The outdoor community sees recreation as a central element to any forest planning 
process and hopes to work with Forest Service planners to develop a rule that appropriately 
balances and integrates the need for protection of watersheds and wildlife habitat with the highly 
valued recreational opportunities our forests provide. 
 
For more information on Outdoor Alliance, our policies, platforms and partners please visit us on 
the web at www.outdooralliance.net  
 
 
Washington State Sustainability White Paper 
 
The Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office has recently issues a draft report 
titled Approaches to Policies to Promote Sustainability through the Recreation and Conservation 
Funding Board.  
 
To download a copy of the report:  
http://www.rco.wa.gov/documents/rule_making/SustainabilityWhitePaper.pdf 
 
 
Research looks at taking a hike, bike 
Courtesy of www.southlincolncountynews.com 
 
Parks and recreation programs decline as health concerns rise 
 
One way to help address the epidemic of obesity in the United States is improved access to 
pleasant hiking trails and an ambitious parks and recreation program, a recent study suggests. 
But programs such as this are increasingly being reduced in many states due to budget 
shortfalls.  
 
The analysis by researchers in Oregon found that some of the health issues that plague 
overweight and obese people can be aided by a stronger commitment to recreational 
opportunities. Cutting such programs to save money may be counterproductive to community 
health, scientists said.  
 
“Research is now showing there’s a close correlation between public health and recreational 
opportunities, both close to home and in state parks,” said Randy Rosenberger, an associate 
professor in the Department of Forest Ecosystems and Society at Oregon State University 
(OSU). “And it’s not just about losing weight. It’s been found that active obese individuals have 
lower morbidity and mortality than normal weight individuals who are sedentary.”  
 
Less access 
What’s badly needed, the researchers said, are more recreation facilities and non-motorized 
trails, with information about them made readily available to the public, and more education 
about the value of physical activity.  
 
“The health aspects of outdoor recreational opportunities are poorly appreciated, and often 
these programs end up getting funded only if there’s money left over after they take care of 
everything else,” Rosenberger said. “However, Oregon is faring better than their neighbors due 
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to the allocation of lottery funds to state parks and conservation, renewable in 2014.” 
 
More active lifestyle 
Of some interest, the researchers said, is that the recreational problem is not necessarily a 
rural-urban divide. Living in a city doesn’t necessarily predict less physical activity.  
 
Oregon’s larger metropolitan areas sometimes have recreational opportunities and levels of 
public physical activity that exceed those of people living in more rural, less populated or coastal 
counties. The recent study identified 11 of Oregon’s 36 counties as having inadequate levels of 
current and projected physical activities. These areas are considered “at risk” in terms of 
recreational options and could most benefit from increased opportunities, the scientists said. 
 
Lincoln County was not among them.  
 
“The results suggest that park and recreation providers in Oregon can play a significant role in 
the health and well-being of Oregon’s residents by providing outdoor recreation infrastructure 
such as trails and sports facilities,” the researchers wrote in their report. 
 
Even moderate levels of activity can have a significant impact on health and longevity, even if it 
doesn’t result in weight loss, research is showing. It can affect everything from cardiovascular 
health, diabetes and cancer to reduced levels of depression, increased energy and vigor, and 
increases in self-esteem. 
 
Focus on health  
Informational programs should focus more on health and less on weight loss, the scientists said, 
and even physicians need to be more conscious of this in their recommendations to patients.  
 
It’s necessary for state and local policy makers who are dealing with competing budgetary 
demands to become more informed about the health benefits of outdoor recreational 
opportunities and consider them in their allocations of scarce resources, the researchers said.  
 
Scientists from OSU, the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department and the Pacific Northwest 
Research Station of the USDA Forest Service conducted the study, which was one part of the 
2008-12 Oregon Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.  
 
 
Job Announcement – Bureau of Land Management 
 
Outdoor Recreation Planner  
 
Salary Range: 39,674.00 - 51,580.00 USD /year 
Open Period: Monday, March 01, 2010 to Friday, March 05, 2010 
Series & Grade: GS-0023-07/07 
Position Information: Full Time Term appt NTE 13 months 
Promotion Potential: 07 
Duty Locations: 1 vacancy - Phoenix, AZ 
Who May Be Considered: All U.S. Citizens - No previous Federal Service is required. 
Job Announcement Number: AZ DEU-2010-0028  
 
Job Summary: 



This is a term position, not to exceed 13 months. This position may be extended a total of 4 
years if work and funds exist. No relocation or travel expenses will be paid. 
 
The BLM manages more land - approximately 253 million acres - than any other Federal 
agency. This land, known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 
Western states, including Alaska. The Bureau, with a budget of about $1 billion, also 
administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estates throughout the nation. The BLM's 
multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and 
enjoyment of present and future generations. 
 
Duties 
This position is located in Phoenix, AZ in the Hassayampa Field Office of the Phoenix District. 
The purpose of this position is to coordinate the multi-agency Off-Highway Vehicle volunteer 
program and the multi-agency Dealer training program. 
 
The incumbent will provide close coordination with OHV staff of Arizona State Parks to assist 
land management agencies and OHV organizations in addressing OHV recreation issues. 
Develops and delivers outreach and training. 
 
This position will involve the performance of any or all of the following or similar duties: 
 
Provides close coordination with OHV staff of Arizona State Parks to assist land management 
agencies (principally BLM, Forest Service and State Land Department) and OHV organizations 
in addressing OHV recreation management issues.  
 
Assists with educational events, volunteer coordination, monitoring and evaluating programs.  
 
Provides educational outreach to OHV recreationists.  
 
Assists in the development of motor sports dealer programs.  
 
Conducts meetings and briefings with OHV dealerships in order to purvey a land ethics 
message to benefit public lands.  
 
Coordinates and conducts training sessions with OHV users at dealerships.  
  
Assists with the development of a statewide OHV volunteer program.  
 
Coordinates and communicates with agencies (principally BLM, Forest Service, State Land 
Department) and OHV interest groups and other individuals.  
 
Conducts educational events at OHV use areas on high use days (weekends and holidays). 
 
Develops and delivers outreach and training materials.  
 
Assists with creating and maintaining interpretive displays for OHV education.  
 
Responds to the public comment concerning OHV recreation. 
 
For more information: 
http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JobID=86571794&aid=90127670-2310&WT.mc_n=125 



 
 
Job Announcement – Bureau of Land Management 
 
Natural Resources Specialist (Recreation)  
 
Salary Range: 47,448.00 - 74,678.00 USD /year 
Open Period: Tuesday, February 23, 2010 to Tuesday, March 16, 2010 
Series & Grade: GS-0401-09/11 
Position Information: Work Schedule is full-time. The duty location is Medford, Oregon. This is 
a term appointment not-to-exceed 13 months but may be extended up to 4 years. 
Promotion Potential: 11 
Duty Locations: 1 vacancy(s) in one of the following locations: Medford, OR 
Who May Be Considered: All U.S. Citizens - No previous Federal Service is required. 
Job Announcement Number: OR-DEU-2010-0109  
 
Job Summary: 
The position is with the Ashland Resource Area, Medford District, the Bureau of Land 
Management. The duty location is Medford, Oregon. 
 
Medford, Oregon, is a full service community of 60,000 located on the I-5 corridor 27 miles north 
of the California border. Medford offers a wide variety of full service shopping, a regional mall, 
health care, two major medical centers, a Department of Veterans Affairs Rehabilitation Center 
and Clinics, and a large variety of public and private schools. Southern Oregon University is 
located 10 miles south of Medford in Ashland, Oregon. Ashland is the home of the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival and offers a diverse cultural community setting. Other community 
activities offered include the Mt. Ashland Ski Area and the Pear Blossom Festival. Weather is 
mild and seasons are clearly defined. For more information about Medford and the Rogue 
Valley on the internet, visit: http://visitmedford.org 
 
The BLM manages more land - 256 million acres - than any other Federal agency. This land, 
known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, 
including Alaska. The Bureau, with a budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 million 
acres of sub-surface mineral estates throughout the nation. The BLM's multiple-use mission is 
to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present 
and future generations. For additional information about the BLM, please visit: 
http://www.blm.gov 
 
Duties 
The position is with the Ashland Resource Area, Medford District, the Bureau of Land 
Management. The duty location is Medford, Oregon. 
 
30% - Lead and Manage Outdoor Recreation Program 
 
Manages the recreation program including the Soda Mountain Wilderness, Cascade-Siskiyou 
National Monument, Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail, developed sites, dispersed summer and 
winter recreation. The winter use includes a developed Nordic ski trail and snowmobile trail 
system. Administers a recreation special use permit program and compliance with the terms of 
the permit. Plans future recreation use and development on the unit in conjunction with 
interdisciplinary teams and recommends proposals for new facilities and activities. May 



supervise lower graded employees and volunteers including assigning tasks, providing for 
training and safety, and may evaluate performance and recommend recognition.  
 
40% - NEPA/ Wilderness Planning / Id Team work 
 
Will serve as the recreation lead for the new Soda Mountain Wilderness. Assists with preparing 
and implementing Wilderness management plans for interim guidance and long term 
management. May serve as the Interdisciplinary Team Leader for complex projects. Writes and 
reviews National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documents, site plans, and other related 
recreation plans and studies for proposed land use and development. Provides expertise and 
advice in assessing current recreation use, type, and standards, and in long-range planning, 
maintenance, and operation of recreation facilities. Reviews new projects or proposed revisions 
of existing plans and coordinates action on approved projects.  
 
10% - Partnership Development and Outreach 
Develops relationships with community, user groups, and other agencies and seeks to build 
partnerships, both formal and informal. Purpose of partnerships is to reach recreation program 
objectives and build program support. Uses partnerships to obtain challenge cost share funding, 
grants and other outside funding.  
 
10% - Computer Skills, GIS, GPS 
 
Uses GPS units in the field and downloads and corrects GPS data. Creates GIS maps from 
GPS data.  
 
10% - Communication-Information 
 
Communicates effectively both interpersonally and in writing with other resource specialists, 
peers, public and other agency staff. 
 
For more information: 
http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JobID=86464541&aid=90127670-2310&WT.mc_n=125 
 
 
Job Announcement – US Forest Service 
 
Supervisory Natural Resources Specialist (Recreation)  
 
Salary Range: 47,448.00 - 61,678.00 USD /year 
Open Period: Friday, February 26, 2010 to Thursday, March 11, 2010 
Series & Grade: GS-0401-09/09 
Position Information: Full Time Permanent - No time limit 
Promotion Potential: 09 
Duty Locations: 1 vacancy - Dubois, WY 
Who May Be Considered: US citizens 
Job Announcement Number: ADS10-R2-SNF-1790DP (P-SM)  
 
Job summary: 
Applications for this position are being processed through an on-line applicant assessment 
system that has been specifically configured for USDA Forest Service applicants. Even if you 

http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JobID=86464541&aid=90127670-2310&WT.mc_n=125


have already developed a resume in USAJOBS, you will need to access this on-line system to 
complete the application process. To obtain information about this position and TO APPLY, 
please click on http://www.avuecentral.com/vacancy.html?ref=UXXPE. 
 
Duties: 
Plans and administers recreation program activities. 
 
Participates in the development of natural resource plans and policies for the organization. 
 
Performs a variety of technical work in support of the recreation program. 
 
Performs the administrative and human resource management functions relative to the staff 
supervised. Plans, schedules, and assigns work to subordinates. Establishes guidelines and 
performance expectations for staff members; provides feedback and periodically evaluates 
employee performance. Provides advice, counsel, and/or instruction to staff members. 
Recommends or approves appointments, selections, or reassignments to positions appropriate 
to the selection authority delegated. Effects disciplinary measures as appropriate to the 
authority delegated in this area. Carries out Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) policies and 
program activities. 
 
For more information: 
http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JobID=86247969&aid=90127670-2310&WT.mc_n=125 
 
 
Job Announcement – US Forest Service 
 
Natural Resources Specialist (Recreation)  
 
Salary Range: 57,408.00 - 74,628.00 USD /year 
Open Period: Friday, February 26, 2010 to Thursday, March 25, 2010 
Series & Grade: GS-0401-11/11 
Position Information: Full Time Permanent - No time limit 
Promotion Potential: 11 
Duty Locations: 1 vacancy - Prescott, AZ 
Who May Be Considered: US citizens 
Job Announcement Number: ADS10-R3PRE-1870DP (P-CL) 
 
Job summary: 
Applications for this position are being processed through an on-line applicant assessment 
system that has been specifically configured for USDA Forest Service applicants. Even if you 
have already developed a resume in USAJOBS, you will need to access this on-line system to 
complete the application process. To obtain information about this position and TO APPLY, 
please visit: http://www.avuecentral.com/vacancy.html?ref=LJAYO. 
 
Duties 
Plans recreation program strategies. 
 
Participates in the development of natural resource plans and policies for the organization. 
 
Provides assistance in the implementation and evaluation of programs and projects. 

http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JobID=86247969&aid=90127670-2310&WT.mc_n=125


 
Participates in, coordinates, and/or manages natural resources programs and projects. 
 
For more information: 
http://jobview.usajobs.gov/GetJob.aspx?JobID=86493278&aid=90127670-2310&WT.mc_n=125 
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