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GIS Standards Project 
 
NRPA has been working since mid-2008 to establish a set of attribute and values guidelines for 
GIS databases for parks and recreation agencies. We are now in the beta testing stage and we 
would hope all of you might wish to download the materials, see what kind of issues you might 
encounter by adopting the standard and provide feedback through the brief survey provided. 
Some of you may have already received the URL < 

embers.  

www.nrpagisdata.org >. If you don’t have 
GIS yet, download the Excel spreadsheet, which will allow you to load your data in a format that 
is compatible with the GIS system when and if you get one. 
 
If you have comments you can contact me directly or complete the survey, which will allow you 
to comment on each item listed.  
 
Bill Beckner 
NRPA Research Manager 
703.858.2142   
 
 
Californians launch signature drive to put park fee on California ballot 
Courtesy of the Outdoor Industry Association 
 
Conservation, environmental and recreation groups have until May 28 to collect 477,000 
signatures needed to put the State Parks and Wildlife Conservation Trust Fund Act on 
California’s ballot this fall. The ballot initiative, launched Jan. 8, essentially bets that Californians 
will elect to pay an extra $18 annually to register their vehicles to stave off massive park 
closings triggered by the state’s budget crisis. In exchange, vehicle owners would get free 
access to the state’s 278 parks.  
 
The referendum drive – led by the California State Parks Foundation – has so far drawn support 
from The Trust for Public Land, Save the Redwoods League, Defenders of Wildlife, Surfrider 
Foundation, Audubon California and the California State Park Rangers Association among other 
groups. 
 
Vehicles subject to the surcharge would receive free, year‐round admission to all state parks. 
Californians would no longer have to pay day‐use fees at any state parks – fees that can be as 
much as $125 for an annual pass or $10‐$15 per day. Out‐of‐state vehicles would continue to 
pay full entrance fees at parks. The act would free up $130 million a year in general revenue 
funds for spending on schools, heal care, social services and public safety, supporters argue. 
 

http://www.nrpagisdata.org/
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The campaign will be watched closely by state park supporters nationwide, who have been 
fighting for two years to keep state parks open. Massachusetts has cut funding for its 
Department of Conservation and Recreation by 23 percent. In Washington, the Governor has 
proposed closing more than 20 trail systems and campgrounds this spring on top of a 50 
percent cut in this year’s recreation budget.   In Arizona, the State Park Board voted last week 
to close 13 more parks and keep just nine open due to the loss of $8.6 million in state funds. 
The state had already closed four parks. Idaho’s governor has proposed disbanding the state’s 
park agency. 
 
If approved by voters, the referendum in California would raise an estimated $500 million 
annually for state parks. Eighty-five percent of the proceeds could be used to operate, maintain 
and develop state parks, 7 percent could be used to pay for management and operations at the 
Department of Fish and Game Lands and 8 percent for wildlife conservation. The referendum 
calls for setting aside 4 percent annually for grants to enhance “the operation, management and 
restoration of urban river parkways providing recreational benefits and access to open space 
and wildlife areas to underserved urban communities.” 
 
The objective is to provide “a stable, reliably and adequate funding source” for the state park 
system and wildlife conservation. 
 
For the third year in a row, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger called last week for an emergency 
session of California’s General Assembly to work on solving the state’s chronic budget deficits. 
In the last two years, his original budget proposals called for closing up to 200 parks. Major park 
closures have been avoided thus far through a combination of furloughs, reduced hours at 60 
parks and delayed maintenance.  
 
"The state parks have fallen so far behind in maintenance and repairs that many have leaking 
roofs and sewage systems, collapsed bridges, washed‐out trails, restrooms that aren't cleaned 
regularly, badly deteriorated structures and shuttered campgrounds and visitor centers,"  said 
Graham Chisholm, the executive director of Audubon California. 
 
In his proposal for 2010-11, Schwarzenegger proposes funding state parks with revenues from 
unapproved offshore drilling leases. Conservation groups have rejected that idea as an 
unacceptable tradeoff between coastal protection and park preservation. Moreover, state 
officials have thus far opposed the leases.  
 
 
Efforts to connect kids and families with the outdoors get boost with 
new book 
Courtesy of the Outdoor Industry Association 
 
The Outdoor Foundation has partnered with Heliconia Press on the upcoming release of 
Eugene Buchanan’s “Outdoor Parents, Outdoor Kids: A Guide to Getting Your Kids Active in the 
Great Outdoors” – helping promote the book while raising funds for youth outdoor programs. 
Heliconia Press will donate a percentage of sales to The Outdoor Foundation which will grant 
funds to successful youth programs. 
 
With nature deficit disorder and child obesity problems rising, the book’s timing is perfect. 
Scheduled for release in March 2010, it presents a valuable resource for parents looking to get 
their kids outdoors, with Buchanan sharing insights through entertaining stories of his family’s 
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outdoor trials and triumphs. It’s also received a solid line-up of endorsements from Sierra Club 
Executive Director Carl Pope, Richard Louv (author of best-selling “Last Child in the Woods”), 
filmmaker Ken Burns, U.S. Senator Mark Udall, Royal Robbins, Outdoor Industry Association 
President Frank Hugelmeyer, American Recreation Coalition President Derrick Crandall, Men’s 
Journal, Outside magazine, and more. 
 
Long a fixture in the outdoor industry, Buchanan – whose first book, “Brothers on the 
Bashkaus,” was released by Fulcrum Press in 2007, and who previously spearheaded The 
Foundation’s Outdoor Idols program – has been writing about the outdoors for more than 25 
years with articles in the New York Times, ESPN.com, National Geographic Adventure, Outside, 
Sports Afield, Men’s Journal and other magazines. Manufacturers interested in helping 
distribute and promote it, and retailers wishing to carry it, can email 
brendan.mark@helipress.com. For more information, visit outdoorkidsbook.com.  
 
 
New system makes it easier to donate to Missouri state parks  
 
JEFFERSON CITY, MO., JAN. 13, 2010 --A new Web page has been established to assist 
people who want to make a donation to help maintain Missouri's 85 state parks and historic 
sites — making it easier and more convenient than ever to support Missouri state parks. 
   
"For many years, people who wanted to donate to the state park system did not have an 
effective way to do it. With this new system, they can donate easily to the entire state park 
system no matter where in the world they are," explained Bill Bryan, state park director for the 
department.  
 
People who access the new Web page (mostateparks.com/donations.htm) can follow simple 
instructions to donate either online or by mail. People can make an online donation by using a 
credit card or by electronic check. Instructions are also available for people who want to make a 
donation through the mail by check or money order. Either way, they will receive a confirmation 
that can be used as record of their donation.  
 
The state park system does not receive any general revenue and is funded primarily by half of 
the one-tenth of a cent parks, soils and water sales tax. Currently, it is estimated that the 
average Missourian pays $6 a year through the sales tax to support the state park system. 
"Paying $6 a year for the state park system seems like a bargain when you consider all that is 
available. Unfortunately, the sales tax revenue has not been keeping up with rising operational 
costs so these donations are very helpful," Bryan said.  
 
Donations will help repair and maintain existing buildings such as visitor centers, lodges and 
historic structures. They will also provide new public facilities and services such as boardwalks, 
educational exhibits, upgraded campgrounds and interpretive programming.  
 
"The citizens of Missouri have always been very supportive of their state park system. This new 
donation system is another way they can show their appreciation," Bryan said.  
  
Supporters have been able to donate to the state park system at individual state parks and sites 
for many years.  
  
For more information about Missouri state parks and historic sites, contact the Department of 

mailto:brendan.mark@helipress.com
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Natural Resources toll free at 800-334-6946 (voice) or 800-379-2419 (Telecommunications 
Device for the Deaf). Additional information is available at mostateparks.com. 
 
 
IUCN Launches “Species of the Day” 
 
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is increasing awareness of the 
enormous variety of life on our planet and raising the profile of threatened species by launching 
the IUCN Red List ‘Species of the Day’ on its website at http://www.iucn.org/. 
 
IUCN’s mission is to help the world find pragmatic solutions to our most pressing environment 
and development challenges: “Biodiversity is the backbone of all life on earth, and its 
conservation lies at the very core of IUCN’s work. ‘Species of the Day’ has been launched as 
part of IUCN’s involvement in the International Year of Biodiversity. With mounting scientific 
evidence of a serious extinction crisis, it’s time to take action. Jane Smart, Director of IUCN’s 
Biodiversity Conservation Group, said that, ‘The latest analysis of the IUCN Red List shows the 
2010 target to reduce biodiversity loss will not be met. It’s time for governments to get serious 
about saving species and make sure it’s high on their agendas for next year, as we’re rapidly 
running out of time.’”  
 
Each day throughout 2010, a different species will be featured on the IUCN website. It will 
include information on the species range, threats to the species, and conservation priorities. The 
365 species selected represent the entire range of taxonomic groups and cover all regions. The 
website will first feature some of the better known species; such as the polar bear. It will move 
on to cover lesser well known plants, fungi, invertebrates, and more. Both charismatic and 
obscure species will be featured, providing an insight into the astonishing level of biodiversity 
that exists on our world.  
 
On January 6th, for example, the Asian elephant was featured: “The Asian elephant, Elephas 
maximus, is listed as ‘Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. It is found in 
isolated populations in 13 tropical Asian countries. The Asian elephant is smaller than its African 
savannah relative; the ears are smaller and the back is more rounded. The numbers of Asian 
elephants have been decimated by habitat loss, degradation, and fragmentation, driven by an 
expanding human population. This causes elephants to become increasingly isolated, often 
coming into conflict with local farmers. Crops are damaged and lives lost; up to 300 people a 
year are killed by elephants in India. Poaching for ivory is also a threat and because only males 
have tusks, populations can become extremely skewed towards females, thus affecting 
breeding rates. The most important conservation priorities for the Asian Elephant are: 
conservation of their habitat and maintaining habitat connectivity by securing corridors; 
management of human–elephant conflicts; improved legislation and law enforcement with 
enhanced field patrolling; and regulating/curbing trade in ivory and other elephant products.”  
 
 
Arizona decides to close most state parks 
Courtesy of the latimes.com 
 
Facing a multibillion-dollar shortfall, the state will shut 13 parks by June, including the 
Tombstone Courthouse and Yuma Territorial Prison. Several had already been closed. 
 
Wrestling with a multibillion-dollar budget deficit, Arizona decided Friday to close nearly all of its 

http://www.iucn.org/


state parks, including the famed Tombstone Courthouse and Yuma Territorial Prison. 
 
The State Parks Board unanimously voted to close 13 parks by June 3. Eight others had 
already been closed, and the decision would leave nine open -- but only if the board can raise 
$3 million this year. 
 
The action represents the largest closure of state parks in the nation, although several other 
states are considering similar moves. 
 
"It's a dark day for the Arizona state parks system," said Renee Bahl, the system's executive 
director. 
 
"We have 65,000 acres around the state and the majority of them are closing." 
 
The Arizona parks receive about 2.3 million visitors per year who bring about $266 million into 
the state, Bahl said.  
 
"It's unfortunate that a short-term recession is having an impact on our future," Bahl said.  
 
Arizona isn't the only state struggling to support its parks.  
 
In May, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger proposed closing 220 of California's 278 state parks to 
help close a multibillion-dollar deficit but backed off after protests. 
 
This month, Schwarzenegger proposed to expand oil drilling off the Santa Barbara coast to 
provide up to $140 million for state parks in place of state funding, said Jerry Emory, the director 
of communications for the California State Parks Foundation.  
 
Louisiana and Iowa may close parks due to budget problems. Other states have transferred 
their parks to local control to save money. 
 
In Idaho, Gov. C.L. "Butch" Otter has proposed disbanding the state parks department, saving 
$10 million by selling the headquarters and shifting management of 30 state parks and 
recreation programs to another agency, said Jennifer Wernex, spokeswoman for the Idaho 
Parks and Recreation Department.  
 
Phil McKnelly, the executive director of the National Assn. of State Park Directors, lamented the 
decision to close parks amid a recession. 
 
"This is the time when people need to be getting out and releasing stress," he said. 
 
The Arizona State Parks budget has gone from $26 million in the 2009 fiscal year to $7.5 million 
as the legislature has struggled to close its budget gap. 
 
Some local jurisdictions that depend on the flow of tourist dollars have mobilized to protect their 
parks. 
 
The town of Camp Verde came up with $18,000 of its own money to keep Ft. Verde State 
Historic Park operating. 
 
For Mike Scannell, the Camp Verde town manager, closing the fort -- one of the best-preserved 



Army forts from the period of the Indian Wars -- simply wasn't an option for the community of 
12,000. 
 
"We clearly had to do something," he said. 
 
Closing the park would have dealt a "catastrophic" blow to Camp Verde's economy, Scannell 
said. "It's a real important part of the history of the town."  
 
But even with the extra funds, the town was able to only delay the closing of the park by a 
month, from Feb. 22 to March 29. 
 
The town plans to use the time to come up with a funding plan to keep the fort open 
permanently. 
 


