
News from NARRP 
This content is generated by members for members.  Please 
send us your news, reports, job announcements, manuals and 
personal updates that may be of interest to other me
 
 

The National Association of Recreation Resource Planners 
 
 
Recent additions to the Planning Resources page 
 
Check out the Planning Resources page NARRP website.  We’ve added a few new categories – 
Sustainability, Public Health & Wellness and Policy – and new reports and links under each.  At 
the request of a member, we added the state park web links for all 50 states.  And we uploaded 
new SCORPs for 14 states.  
 
Got a great resource for rec planners?  Send it to us and we’ll post it on the NARRP website. 
 
 
The Pioneering Research Group presents two news papers in the IRIS 
series 

mbers.   

 
National Kids Survey - Part IV: Favorite Activities for Spending Time Outdoors  
http://warnell.forestry.uga.edu/nrrt/nsre/IRISRec/IRISRec14rpt.pdf  
 
Trends in Forest-Based Recreation: Reports for the 2010 Montreal Process Indicators for 
the U.S. 
http://warnell.forestry.uga.edu/nrrt/nsre/IRISRec/IRISRec8rpt.pdf 
 
If you wish to see the other IRIS Reports, go to 
http://warnell.forestry.uga.edu/nrrt/nsre/IrisReports.html  
 
If you have any technical difficulties, please let me know.  If you enjoy this article, please let us 
know.  
 
Shela Mou 
Computer Assistant 
USDA Forest Service 
320 Green Street, Athens, GA 30602-2044 
706-559-4262 
Fax: 706-559-4265 
http://www.srs.fs.fed.us/trends 
 
 
Coalition Supports Conservation Funding at House Hearing 
Courtesy of the Outdoor Industry Association 
 
A broad coalition of national, state and local conservation and recreation organizations thanked 

http://warnell.forestry.uga.edu/nrrt/nsre/IRISRec/IRISRec14rpt.pdf
http://warnell.forestry.uga.edu/nrrt/nsre/IrisReports.html
http://www.srs.fs.fed.us/trends


House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Nick Rahall last week and urged Committee 
members to maintain full and permanent funding for land conservation and outdoor recreation in 
their sweeping energy bill. 
  
The Consolidated Land, Energy, and Aquatic Resources Act of 2009, HR 3534, was introduced 
on September 8 and includes provisions that would annually fund the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) at its authorized level of $900 million. At that level, the beleaguered 
program would be able to proactively address backlogged conservation and recreation needs at 
the state and federal level. 
  
“The Land and Water Conservation Fund was designed to provide an ongoing stream of funding 
to be used by both the federal government and the states for land conservation and outdoor 
recreation. Unfortunately, these funds have historically been diverted to other purposes,” said 
Theodore Roosevelt IV with Barclays Capital. “Reinvesting in assets like our public lands 
through the sale of other capital assets is prudent fiscal management. As our population 
increases, these investments become even more critical to the American public. We must 
restore the Land and Water Conservation Fund to its full and authorized funding level of $900 
million per year.” 
  
Since its creation in 1965, LWCF money has protected some of America’s most iconic and 
significant places, including Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge, Redwood National Park, 
Cape Cod National Seashore, Valley Forge National Historical Park, the Appalachian Trail 
National Scenic Trail, Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
National Historic Site. The LWCF program also includes an important state matching grants 
component that supports state and local parks. The state grants help develop park facilities and 
recreational amenities – creating jobs and supporting the quality-of-life factors that allow 
communities to attract employers and a strong work force. Whether it is close-to-home ball 
fields or trails, large expansive wilderness areas, or important wildlife habitat, connecting people 
to recreation and outdoors activity promotes good health and support local economies. 
  
“The visionary LWCF program has had a profound impact on the creation of parks and 
recreational facilities throughout the country. Without even knowing it, Americans have visited 
one of the thousands of local or state LWCF-funded parks,” commented Carol Ash, 
commissioner of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. “But 
even with the heroic efforts of some key players in Congress, funding for LWCF has been in a 
downward spiral over the past few years. It’s time to reverse the trend.” 
  
The fund has only received its authorized amount of $900 million once and posted a low of $155 
million in 2008. As a result, there is a substantial backlog of federal land acquisition needs 
estimated at more than $30 billion. The states also report a huge unmet need for local parks 
and recreation resources totaling more than $27 billion in eligible projects. 
  
Yet, at the same time, a recent national poll reports that a broad cross-section of the American 
public overwhelmingly supports preserving natural areas and open space. Eighty-one percent of 
the public believes the continuance of a dedicated funding stream from federal oil and gas 
leasing should be used to fund the LWCF. 
  
“The irony is that billions of dollars are collected every year from existing offshore oil and gas 
leasing revenues – the designated revenue stream for LWCF – and yet that money is regularly 
diverted for other purposes,” stated Will Rogers, president and CEO of The Trust for Public 
Land. “The bill discussed in the House Natural Resources Committee today would set that right 



and ensure this important program gets its due. On behalf of the coalition, we thank Chairman 
Rahall for his leadership to restore LWCF funding to help communities protect and enhance 
their most cherished places.” 
  
Parks, refuges, forests and other public lands greatly enhance communities’ quality of life, which 
in turn helps large and small localities to attract new residents and businesses and to generate 
tourism-related jobs and revenues. Outdoor recreation including hunting, fishing, camping, 
climbing, hiking, paddling, backcountry skiing, mountain biking, wildlife viewing, and other 
activities contributes a total of $730 billion annually to the economy, supporting 6.5 million jobs 
(one of every 20 jobs in the U.S.) and stimulates eight percent of all consumer spending 
according to Outdoor Industry Foundation. 
  
“The outdoor industry has long held a goal of ensuring every child in America has access to a 
trail or park within one mile of their home. Many studies show that this type of commitment to 
our nation's recreation infrastructure would easily pay for itself in the resulting reduction in 
health care costs and the increase in the mental well-being of our children,” said Frank 
Hugelmeyer, president of Outdoor Industry Association. 
 
 
National Park Service Site Visitations Headed Toward 10-year Record 
Courtesy of the Outdoor Industry Association 
 
Visits to sites operated by the National Park Service (NPS) are on track to hit 280 million for 
only the third time since 1989, with visits to closer-to-home sites driving the growth, an analysis 
of the latest figures by OIA WebNews shows. 
  
Visitation to the 360 sites managed by the National Park System hit 207 million for the first eight 
months of the year, putting the 280 million mark within grasp, said Butch Street with the NPS 
Public Use Statistics Office. In 2008, 77 million visits, or 28% of the annual total, came in the 
last four months of the year. 
  
Interestingly, visitation last broke the 280 million mark in 1999 and 1989. Year-to-date growth in 
visitation accelerated from 4.2 percent in July to 4.9 percent in August, indicating momentum 
was building going into the fall. An analysis of visitation data from January through August 
shows attendance up 5 percent from the same eight- month periods in 2007 and 2008. The 
recession began in January 2008. 
  
“If we get a good bump after the Ken Burns film, we could get into the 280 million range,” said 
Street, referencing “THE NATIONAL PARKS – AMERICA’S BEST IDEA,” a 12-part 
documentary that debuts on PBS Sunday. Visits to Civil War memorials spiked in 1991 following 
the 1990 debut of Burns’s eponymous documentary. For this reason, there is a good chance 
visitation to NPS sites will continue to grow in 2010. 
  
During the first eight months of this year, NPS sites in urban, suburban, outlying and mixed 
population areas enjoyed the most growth in absolute terms, showing Americans favored 
closer-to-home parks over more rural or remote sites. The former group accounted for 15 of the 
top 20 sites in terms of absolute visitation growth, while rural sites accounted for only five and 
remote sites none. By contrast, rural and remote sites accounted for eight of the 20 sites 
reporting the biggest absolute declines in visitation during that period. 
  



The most dramatic growth in terms of sheer visitations came at Gulf Islands National Seashore, 
which straddles the Florida and Mississippi coastline. Visitations there grew an astounding 225 
percent to 3.37 million year-to-date compared to the first eight months of 2007. The seashore is 
considered to be located in an “outlying population area” by NPS because its borders the 
Pensacola MSA, which is home to 452,992 people. It is within 70 miles of Mobile, AL and 170 
miles of Tallahassee, FL.  
  
A notable exception to the closer-to-home trend was Amistad National Recreation Area, where 
visitation grew by 910,198, or 70 percent during the two-year period. That was enough to rank 
the Texas site third in terms of absolute growth within the NPS system. Although considered to 
be in a rural area, Amistad is just 154 miles due west of San Antonio and 206 miles southwest 
of Austin, TX, putting it within a half day drive of two large cities. 
  
More typical for the top ten were sites in urban, mixed and outlying areas, particularly in and 
around Washington D.C. Among them were 2nd ranked National Capital Parks Central, up 44 
percent, 4th ranks Lincoln Memorial, up 28 percent, 5th ranked Vietnam Veterans Memorial, up 
22 percent, 7th ranked Golden Gate NRA in San Francisco, up 5 percent and 8th ranked 
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park, up 146 percent. 
  
The pattern was less pronounced among major national parks, which tend to be located in rural 
areas but still enjoyed solid growth. For instance, visitation grew 7 percent at Yosemite, 21 
percent at Bryce Canyon, 6 percent at Yellowstone, 31 percent at Death Valley and 18 percent 
at Arches. 
  
Visits to Olympic grew 10 percent to 2.4 million visitors during the period, placing it 19th on the 
list and first among national parks in absolute growth terms.  Located within two hours of 
Seattle, Olympic was the only national park among the 20 NPS sites recording the greatest 
absolute growth in visitation during the two-year period. The rest were historical, military or other 
parks and sites, memorials, recreation areas or river or national seashores. 
  
The NPS site with the five biggest absolute declines in visitation over the eight-month, year-to-
date period since 2007 were the Blue Ridge Parkway, San Francisco Maritime NHP, Lake Mead 
NRA, Ozark NSR and the Korean War Veterans Memorial. 
  
To view and analyze NPS’s latest visitation data, visit their Public Use Statistics Office site.  
      
 
The Outdoor Foundation Releases New Report on Participation in 
Outdoor Recreation 
Courtesy of the Outdoor Industry Association 
 
Report Finds Growth in Nature Based Outdoor Activities and Continued Declines in 
Youth Outdoor Participation 
 
In 2008, American participation in outdoor recreation was marked by encouraging growth in 
important segments of core outdoor activities as well as continuing, though less dramatic, 
declines in youth participation, according to a new report, the 2009 Outdoor Recreation 
Participation Report, released today by The Outdoor Foundation®. These trends show the 
beginning of adjustments in American lifestyles brought about by a challenging economy, 
shifting demographics and changing times. 

http://oia.informz.net/admin31/content/l.asp?u=760999591&m=601338&s=16582&p=404&l=http://www.nature.nps.gov/stats/index.cfm


  
“In today’s economy, people are returning to simpler lifestyles – the ‘less is more’ ethic,” said 
Christine Fanning, executive director of The Outdoor Foundation. “Historically economic 
downturns have resulted in increased participation in outdoor recreation. Nature-based activities 
provide fun, affordable recreation and vacation opportunities for individuals and families. In the 
resurgence of several core outdoor activities in 2008, we hopefully see Americans beginning to 
reconnect with nature. With the impacts of the obesity and inactivity crisis felt nationwide – 
particularly among our kids – a return to a healthier outdoor lifestyle is an encouraging 
development and important trend.” 
  
The Outdoor Foundation's 2009 Outdoor Recreation Participation Report is the only detailed 
study of its kind tracking American participation trends in outdoor recreation. The study is based 
on an on-line survey capturing responses from over 40,000 Americans ages six and older and 
covers 114 different activities, making it the largest survey of its type examining participation in 
sports and outdoor activities. 
  
The report provides important insights into participation in outdoor recreation that are critical to 
efforts nationwide seeking to understand and reverse the growing inactivity crisis and the 
growing disconnect with the outdoors among youth and all Americans. Detailed information is 
included on youth, diversity, and gender – demographics essential to future generations of 
outdoor enthusiasts and conservationists. 
  
Key Findings of the 2009 Outdoor Recreation Participation Report: 
  
Participation in Outdoor Recreation 

• Popular Pastimes: In 2008, 48.6 percent of Americans ages 6 and older participated in 
outdoor recreation. Americans made an estimated 11.16 billion outdoor excursions in 
2008 – either close to home, in a nearby park or on an overnight trip. 

• A Return to Nature: Americans returned to nature in 2008. Activities like backpacking, 
mountain biking and trail running showed double-digit increases in participation, and 
hiking and camping showed 9 percent and 7 percent increases, respectively. 

• Young Women Head Indoors: Among women, indoor activities are most popular among 
ages 21 to 25 and older. Among men, outdoor activities are more popular than indoor 
fitness activities and team sports among all age groups up to ages 66 and older. 

Youth 

• More Indoor Youth: Participation in outdoor recreation among youth ages 6 to 17 
dropped by 6 percent – resulting in a combined 16.7 percent drop over the last three 
years. Participation fell most precipitously among the youngest age group measured, 
ages 6 to 12, which decreased 9 percent. 

• Busy Lifestyles: Taxed by the requirements of their often highly structured, over-
scheduled lives, today’s kids are struggling to find the time to get active outdoors and 
are foregoing outdoor pursuits in favor of other competing priorities. Among outdoor 
participants ages 6 to 17, a lack of time is the primary reason they don’t get outdoors 
more often. 

• A Lack of Interest and Experience: For kids ages 6 to 17 who don’t participate in outdoor 
activities, the chief barrier is a lack of interest – an ambivalence to the outdoors that is 
likely the result of a lack of outdoor experience and a surplus of competing priorities. 



• The Influence of Family: Most youth are introduced to outdoor activities by parents, 
friends, family and relatives. 

Diversity 

• Outdoor Participation varies by Ethnicity: Participation in outdoor activities is higher 
among Caucasians than any other ethnicity and lowest among African Americans in 
nearly all age groups. 

• Diverse Youth, More Focused on School: Diverse youth participants cite school work as 
the top reason they don’t get out more often – a barrier they cite more prominently than 
Caucasian youth. 

• Hispanics, Looking for Nearby Outdoor Recreation: Hispanic participants and non-
participants alike cite a lack of access to nearby places to participate in outdoor activities 
as a barrier to participation more often than other ethnicities. 

To download a copy of the 2009 Outdoor Recreation Participation Report and other recent 
research reports from The Outdoor Foundation, visit outdoorfoundation.org/research. 
 
 
The Courage of Planning 
Courtesy of the Washington Post 
By Roger K. Lewis 
 
Other than raising taxes, few local government actions provoke as much political controversy as 
revising a long-range master plan, no matter how visionary the result. Yet visionary plans setting 
forth new land-use and transportation patterns are indispensable for managing growth.  
 
Witness the controversy swirling around long-range-planning visions contemplated for portions 
of Montgomery, Prince George's and Fairfax counties. In every locality, within and beyond the 
Beltway, the same issues dominate the controversy: density and traffic.  
 
People naturally resist change and cling to the status quo when they believe change will 
adversely affect their interests, especially their interest in driving unencumbered. Perceiving that 
increased density means increased traffic congestion, voters are understandably skeptical 
about any plan calling for higher densities, even if the plan also calls for transportation 
improvements.  
 
Public anxiety about visionary master plans is understandable for another reason: Describing a 
distant and somewhat unknowable future through long-range master plans is inevitably a risk.  
 
How can anyone be sure or guarantee that planning assumptions, predictions and concepts will 
be valid in 10 years, much less 50? In fact, despite all the data and quantitative analysis on 
which planning experts rely, and despite knowledge of current trends, planners cannot see the 
future with certainty, even in the short term. Thus a comprehensive plan is an aspirational 
gamble.  
 
But gamble we must, as visionary master plans are necessary to create a reasonably durable 
framework prescribing the location and form of new development and redevelopment for 
generations to come.  
 

http://oia.informz.net/admin31/content/l.asp?u=754320432&m=595961&s=16513&p=402&l=http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/articles/roger+k.+lewis/


Today's planners and urban designers generally share common aims, principles and strategies 
in shaping visionary master plans at all scales -- county or town, city or suburb. They seek to 
mitigate the costs of inefficient sprawl; to concentrate denser, mixed uses in areas well served 
by roads, transit and utilities; to redevelop dysfunctional urban and suburban properties, such as 
obsolete strip shopping centers and "brown fields"; and to increase affordable-housing 
opportunities.  
 
Comprehensive master plans guide zoning policies and regulations as well as the deployment 
of public services and infrastructure. While aspiring to alter dysfunctional land-use patterns, 
master plans should respect and protect stable neighborhoods along with valuable public open 
space. And they provide a long-term context essential for private-sector real estate investment.  
 
To appreciate the difficulty of crafting a master plan, imagine that you are its author. You must 
take into account a daunting array of research data and forecasts: population and demographic 
projections -- compositional shifts, for example, among families with children, elderly retirees 
and singles; personal income; business activity and jobs; tax revenues; housing types and 
preferences; transportation demand and optional travel modes, and public service needs such 
as education, health, safety and recreation.  
 
Your plan must help sustain the health of natural and built environments, reduce energy and 
natural resource consumption, and be economically viable over time. Equally important, it must 
produce an aesthetically attractive community in which to live, work, conduct business and 
enjoy leisure activities.  
 
Finally -- and this is the hardest and most controversial task -- your plan must anticipate 
evolving conditions and satisfy unprecedented needs certain to arise decades in the future. It 
cannot address only today's problems or respond only to the wishes of today's citizenry.  
 
Your grandchildren and great-grandchildren will inhabit a different environment. Their values 
and concerns, their modes of living, their behavior and their technologies will not match yours. 
In 2050, their cars may be much smaller than yours, using little or no gasoline. They may spend 
more time walking, biking and using transit than driving. The may spend much of their time 
socializing, shopping and doing business on the Internet, not face to face.  
 
Of course, given the inevitability of change and the risk of predictions, your visionary master 
plan must have some built-in flexibility enabling course corrections when predictions don't pan 
out.  
 
Yet despite the merits of a plan, there always will be opponents unwilling to consider how the 
future could and should change. Voters tend to worry about only one thing: being stuck in ever-
worsening traffic. Thus master-plan adoption ultimately depends on courageous political leaders 
who, unlike opponents, are willing to plan for the future and accept the risks that planning 
entails.  
 
 
 
Tread Lightly! Unveils "Respected Access" Campaign 
 
Tread Lightly!, in partnership with the nation’s most influential hunting and shooting sports 
organizations, has released a series of six print public service announcements (PSAs) 

http://b.eb13.emailsparkle.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1253551814000&StID=25144&SID=1&NID=565606&EmID=24168399&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50cmVhZGxpZ2h0bHkub3JnL3BhZ2UucGhwL3Jlc3BlY3RlZC1hY2Nlc3MtcHNhcw%3D%3D


encouraging responsible behavior on public lands. The PSAs are part of a much larger new 
education and outreach campaign called "Respected Access is Open Access."  
 
For more information: http://www.treadlightly.org/page.php/programs-
rao/respected_access_overview.html 
 
 
Outreach Notice: Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 
 
Bridgeport Ranger District 
GS-401-11 Recreation Staff 
 
The Ranger District 
The Bridgeport Ranger District is located at the base of the Eastern Sierra in eastern California 
and western Nevada and encompasses over one million acres of spectacular landscapes 
ranging from the high alpine lakes and peaks of the Sierra to the high desert of the Great Basin. 
Recreation Program 
 
Recreation Program 
The district manages a large and varied recreation program including one of the busiest 
developed recreation programs in the country. Most of the districts campgrounds are managed 
through a concessionaire program and are located on the Sierra front. The Hoover Wilderness 
is heavily visited in the summer months and a permit system is in place for overnight visits in the 
Wilderness. The district also manages a diverse dispersed recreation program that includes 
dispersed camping and Off Highway Vehicle Recreation, as well as winter motorized and non-
motorized recreation. 
 
Recreation Staff Position 
The incumbent supervises 2 or more permanent employees in the recreation / wilderness / trails 
programs as well as temporary employees and is responsible for the districts recreation / 
wilderness / trails programs working directly for the district ranger. The district is completing its 
Travel Management EIS, and a big portion of this position will be implementing the Travel 
Management Decision which will include working with partners, other agencies, and securing 
alternative funding as well as managing the implementation process. 
 
The incumbent also works closely with the forest special uses team in managing the developed 
recreation / concessionaire program as well as other permits. 
 
Minimum Federal Qualification Requirements for GS-401-11:  
Basic Requirements: A. Successful completion of a full four-year course of study in an 
accredited college or university leading to a bachelor's or higher degree with at least 24 
semester/36 quarter hours in biological sciences, agriculture, natural resource management, 
chemistry, or related disciplines appropriate to the position being filled. OR B. Combination of 
education and experience: Courses equivalent to the requirements in A above, plus appropriate 
experience or additional education.  
 
Additional Experience and Education Requirements: In addition to meeting the basic entry 
qualification requirements, applicants must have had either specialized experience and/or 
directly related education in the amounts shown below. Education and experience may be 
combined to meet the total experience requirements. 1. The applicant must have completed 

http://www.treadlightly.org/page.php/programs-rao/respected_access_overview.html
http://www.treadlightly.org/page.php/programs-rao/respected_access_overview.html


three (3) years of progressively higher level graduate education leading to a Ph.D. degree or 
Ph.D. or equivalent doctoral degree when it provided the applicant with the knowledge, skills, 
and abilities necessary to do the work of the position. OR 2. The applicant must have one (1) 
year of specialized experience equivalent to at least the GS-9 level in collecting data and/or 
participating in experiments, studies, or investigations in fields of science concerned with living 
organisms, their distribution, characteristics, life processes, and adaptations and relations to the 
environment; OR experience in natural resources management, such as forest land 
management, recreation resource management, or wilderness area management, etc. 
 
For more information:    
Interested applicants, or those desiring further information, should contact Daniel Morris at 775-
884-8101 or danielmorris@fs.fed.us 
 
Please respond by October 12, 2009. 


