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1. Executive Summary

Tupper Lake

This report is a plan to create the Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail. Blueways are small boat and
paddling routes that combine recreation and environmental awareness and allow users to travel to
designated stops along the way for rest, overnight stays, and enjoyment of land‐based attractions in the
vicinity.
The 174‐mile Raquette River corridor has much to offer with its scenery, rich history and varied
recreational opportunities. The Raquette River extends 174 miles from the source of the river at Blue
Mountain Lake to its final destination at the Akwesasne/St. Regis Mohawk Reservation on the St.
Lawrence River. The river varies in character along its length from a flowing wild river to a series of
scenic lakes to a lazy pastoral setting. Part of the charm of the corridor is that it is largely unspoiled.
Unfortunately, this is, in part, due to the lagging economy that has resulted from the decline in the
industries that once provided a stable economic base. The bright spot is that the Raquette River
Corridor Blueway Trail will create initiatives and provide improvements along the Raquette that will
bring in tourist dollars while also providing amenities for residents. According to a recent study,
American travelers are choosing more rural and out‐of‐the‐way destinations, focusing in part on
cultural, historic and natural resources1; exactly what the Raquette River Corridor has to offer.
This report lays out a prioritized list of steps necessary to implement and promote the Blueway Trail. It
includes an analysis of existing conditions in the corridor including its environmental conditions, history,
and population. It also provides a range of projects (physical improvements) such as signage,
enhancements of existing local parks, boat launches, scenic overlooks, Blueway Visitor Centers and
kiosks, gateway features, trails and river access points. The plan also provides a program of initiatives
necessary to create and promote the Blueway including a river stewardship program, website
promotions, a traveling exhibit, birding promotions, trip packages, a “patch system” and development of
river maps. The report also provides an implementation strategy for all projects and initiatives
describing the relative priority, who is responsible, potential partners and potential funding sources.
The key to implementation, however, is inter‐municipal cooperation. Communities must work together
in a shared vision in order to have the critical mass necessary to create a Blueway that can compete
initially for funding and later for tourists who will appreciate its scenery, history and recreational
opportunities
1

Tourism Works for America 2002 Report, Travel Industry Association of America
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2. Introduction

Raquette River Near Massena

Previous Study

What is a Blueway

This study is a
continuation of a process
that resulted in a previous
study titled, “Raquette
River Corridor Strategy for
Revitalization” (Strategy
for Revitalization) which
was completed in May
2007. That study involved
a series of public
meetings that resulted in
a vision statement, and
goals and objectives for
revitalizing the Raquette
River Corridor.

Blueways are small boat and paddling
routes that combine recreation and
environmental awareness and allow users
to travel to designated stops along the
way for rest, overnight stays, and
enjoyment of land‐based attractions in the
vicinity.

Raquette River
Corridor Strategy
for Revitalization

One of the major recommendations of the
previous study was to ‘Create a Blueway
Trail Plan”.

The creation of a network of Blueway Trails is
already underway in various areas, including the
Black River Blueway Trail, the Hudson River
Water Trail, the Canal Recreationway, and the
Lake Champlain Paddlers Trail. Initially, the
Blueway system will be a series of routes that
are defined by waterbody characteristics, local
attractions, and local interest. Over time, these
will become a single connected route that will
be recognized as part of a system that will
include the Raquette River Corridor Blueway
Trail.

Acting on that recommendation, the Town of
Colton, on behalf of the waterfront
communities along the Raquette River, applied
for, and was awarded, a grant from the New
York State Department of State (DOS) Division
of Coastal Resources for the planning, design
and implementation recommendations for the
Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail.
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Project Partners
The information and recommendations in this plan are intended to promote inter‐municipal
coordination and cooperation among the following participating communities:





In St. Lawrence County: the Town of Massena, Village of Massena, Town of Norfolk, Village of
Norwood, Town of Potsdam, Village of Potsdam, Town of Parishville, Town of Pierrepont, Town
of Colton, and Town of Piercefield.
In Franklin County: the Town of Tupper Lake, Town of Harrietstown, and Akwesasne
In Hamilton County: the Town of Indian Lake, the Town of Long Lake and the Town of Arietta

The New York State
Department of State
Division of Coastal
Resources (DOS)
participated by providing
technical assistance and
helped guide the
preparation of the Plan.
DOS is involved in a wide variety of programs
and initiatives that help revitalize, promote and
protect New York's communities and
waterfronts. The Division works with local
governments to prepare Local Waterfront
Revitalization Programs, or LWRPs. An LWRP is
a locally prepared, land and water use plan and
strategy for a community's natural, public,
working, or developed waterfront through
which critical issues are addressed. In
partnership with DOS, a municipality develops
community consensus regarding the future of
its waterfront and refines State waterfront
policies to reflect local conditions and
circumstances. The Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program also contains the
organizational structure, local laws, projects,
and on‐going partnerships that implement the
planning document. Once approved by the New
York Secretary of State, the Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program serves to coordinate
State actions needed to assist the community in
achieving its vision.

DOS provides technical and financial
assistance for plans and projects that
expand public access, revitalize waterfront
areas, restore habitats, and strengthen
local economies.
DOS programs are designed to encourage long‐
term partnerships between waterfront
communities and DOS in order to advance
projects through planning, design and
implementation. The Raquette River Corridor
Blueway Trail Plan was prepared with funds
provided to the Town of Colton, on behalf of all
the Raquette River communities, by DOS
through the Environmental Protection Fund ‐
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program.
In addition to the parties above, there were a
number of other agencies, interest groups and
private partners (See Appendix) that were
consulted throughout the planning process.

Autumn Day at Blue Mountain Lake

Introduction
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3. Project Area

Raquette Lake

Overview

Project Boundary

The Raquette River Corridor extends 174 miles
from the source of the river at Blue Mountain
Lake to its final destination at the Akwesasne/St.
Regis Mohawk Reservation on the St. Lawrence
River. The Raquette River is the second longest
river in New York State, behind the Hudson,
flowing through varied scenic and historic areas
before it empties into the St. Lawrence River.
The Raquette flows north, passing through many
natural and man‐made lakes, draining
approximately 1000 square miles of total
watershed area.

The boundary for this study is the Raquette
River and the first through road on either, or
both side(s) including all riverside communities.
The rationale is that if a visitor is traveling along
the river, either by boat or road, they will be in
the project area. And if a visitor wishes to
patronize a business, stay at a hotel or engage in
cultural activities such as visit a museum, most
of these activities occur in the riverside
communities. The entire watershed is not
included in the project area in order to control
the breadth of this study and because activities
away from the immediate river corridor are
often not river‐based activities. The benefits of
the Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail will,
however, not be limited to the area within the
project boundary. The projects proposed in this
plan will result in increased tourism and
increased opportunity to engage in river‐based
activities, which will benefit communities across
a wide area.

Figure 1 ‐ Regional Context Map
4
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Regional Location
Part of the charm of the Raquette is that it is
remote and unspoiled with no major population
center along its route. This also makes it
difficult to reach. The corridor can be reached
from a variety of routes:







Figure 2 – Roadway Access

From the southwest via Rome and Utica–
take NYS Route 28 past Forestport and the
Fulton Chain‐of‐lakes arriving at the
Raquette River at Raquette Lake
From the west via Watertown area – take
NYS Route 3 to NYS Route 56 north arriving
at the river near Catamount Lodge in the
Town of Colton.
From the southeast from Albany and Lake
George – take NYS Route 28 arriving at the
headwaters of the Raquette at Blue
Mountain Lake.
From the north from Montreal – Cross the
St. Lawrence River at Cornwall arriving at
the Raquette River immediately near
Massena.

Corridor Profile
Geology

The dam at Hannawa Fall is on the
Highland/Lowland Divide

Geologically, the Raquette is divided into the
southern highlands in the Adirondack Park and
the northern lowlands with a pronounced
boundary that runs from Carthage eastward to
Pitcairn, crossing the Raquette near the Village
of Colton. The highlands are composed of mixed
gneiss and granite gneiss. Along Route 30
between Long Lake and Tupper Lake there are
deep road cuts that expose the dark green
syenite gneiss2 that comprise the underlying
rock. Downstream (north) from Colton, the
terrain flattens as the river enters the broad
open St. Lawrence River valley consisting of
glacial sediments, various dolostones and
Potsdam sandstone. The lowlands are suitable
for farming and have mostly been cleared of
trees.
2

Project Area

Roadside Geology of New York, 1985 Bradford Van Diver
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History
In order to understand the Raquette River
Corridor’s current condition, it is helpful to look
at the history of the area. Originally, the river
was utilized by Native Americans for hunting
and fishing and as a water highway. The French
were the first Europeans to explore the area
arriving in the early 1600s with the goal of
trading with the Native Americans for fur. The
English later moved into the area prompting the
French and Indian War, which occurred between
1753 and 1760. After the war, the English began
to settle and cut timber. Following the American
Revolution, colonization began in earnest.3
Townships and counties were formed to
encourage settlement of the land.

peter j. smith & company, inc.

Mills
In the mid 1800s, industry harnessed the power
of the river to operate saw mills, grist mills,
woolen factories, tanneries and later, paper
mills. Fortunes were made by savvy
entrepreneurs. This began the long history of
industry along the river. To accommodate
industry, the river was dammed and channeled
into flumes to divert flows. Evidence of early
flumes that directed water to the mills can be
seen near many of the dams.

Lumber
As the area was being settled, timber was
removed at a rapid rate, first to provide the tall
pines needed for the masts of sailing ships, and
next to clear farmland and provide lumber to
build and expand new settlement.. [Initially]…
the large pines were harvested followed by
spruce, fir and hemlock. In 1850, primarily in
response to interests of Potsdam’s lumber
entrepreneurs, a law was passed in New York
State declaring the Raquette to be a public
highway for lumbering from Raquette Lake to
the St. Lawrence. This allowed the river to be
improved and fully utilized to float logs to
downstream lumber mills.4 Potsdam, Colton and
Tupper Lake all became sites for large mills
producing lumber from the Raquette River
watershed. The destruction of the

The Sisson Mill at Tupper Lake

Adirondack Forest became a growing
concern after 1850 as the continued
depletion of watershed woodlands reduced
the soil’s ability to hold water, hastening
topsoil erosion and exaggerating periods of
flooding.5

3

Early St Lawrence County History – Richard Frisbie ‐ 1996
Raquette Boreal Unit Management Plan – September
2006
5
History of the Adirondack Park ‐ 2003 Adirondack Park
Agency
4
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Fishing the South Inlet of Tupper Lake

wilderness luxury when wealthy and famous
men erected elaborate residences or camps. The
most lavish living was during the two decades at
the turn of the twentieth century when camps
were staffed by corps of skilled servants,
including famous French chefs and English
butlers. After 1900 owners could travel the
camps in Pullmans and private cars via the
Raquette Lake Railway which connected to the
Adirondack Division of the New York Central.”6
Great Camp Sagamore, built for the Vanderbilt
family, is one of the few remaining Adirondack
great camps open to the general public and is a
major attraction in the Raquette River Corridor.

Adirondack Park
In 1885, the New York State legislature
established an Adirondack Forest Preserve,
stating that the Preserve shall be, “forever kept
as wild forest lands.” This was followed by the
creation of the Adirondack Park in 1892 that
created a blue line indicating the parts of the
region where state acquisition of private in‐
holdings was to be concentrated. Further
protection was established in 1894 when the
Constitutional Congress created a covenant that
the lands would be “forever wild.”
Raquette Lake Hotel – c 1890s

Steamer on Raquette Lake

The Great Camps
In 1878, W.W. Durant built his handsome lodge
called Camp Pine Knot on Raquette Lake, an
action that attracted a wealth of others, and
ushered in the “ Great Camps,” an era of

Hydropower
The harvest of hardwood commenced after the
establishment of railroads in the early 1900s.
Hardwoods were not harvested earlier since the
wood does not float well and is difficult to
transport on the river. About this time, Niagara‐
Hudson Power Corporation (later Niagara
Mohawk) began to acquire lands along the
Raquette for the construction of a series of
hydroelectric generation facilities, dams and
reservoirs. This effort culminated in the 1950s
when Niagara Mohawk began work on a large
storage reservoir at Carry Falls and five other
projects along the Raquette in the Towns of
Colton and Parishville that significantly altered
the character of the Raquette as land was
submerged and new lakes were formed.

6

Bryan, Charles W. The Raquette, River of the

Forest., Adirondack Museum, 1964
Project Area
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Water Quality
The Raquette River watershed drains 1,121
square miles, of which 88.5% is forested, 2.9% is
agricultural, 6% is urban and 8% is listed as
“other” by the US Geological Survey.
Acid rain has been an ever increasing problem
affecting water quality. Acid rain is formed
when sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides combine
with moisture in the atmosphere to produce
sulfuric acid and nitric acid. The average pH of
rainfall in New York State ranges from 4.0 to 4.5,
which is up to 30 times more acidic than
"normal." Fish populations are damaged by acid
rain in a number of ways. Acidic water disrupts
their reproductive cycle. It also leaches

aluminum from the soil into the water, clogging
the fish's gills and altering their blood chemistry.
Forests are also affected; sulfur and nitrogen
deposition have caused adverse impacts on
certain highly sensitive forest ecosystems, most
notably the high‐elevation, spruce‐fir forests.
Forests are damaged because acid precipitation
drains nutrients from the soil….
The most acidic lakes are found in the western
part of the Adirondack Park where acid rain was
most intense and the neutralizing capacity of the
soils is the lowest. In the lakes that had a pH of
5.6 or less, there was always a reduced number
of fish, plants and invertebrates7

Figure 3 ‐ Raquette River Watershed
Drains 1,121 Square Miles
7
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Climate

Recreational Uses

The climate of the Raquette River area is
generally slightly cooler and higher in
precipitation than the rest of the state. Annual
precipitation rates vary along the 174‐mile
length of the corridor with 50 to 60 inches
annually in the upstream areas and
approximately 35 inches annually downstream
at the northern reaches. Snowfall is around 60
inches for the areas with less precipitation and
120‐140 inches in the upstream areas. The
average January low is six degrees Fahrenheit
and July high is eighty.

Visitors and locals engage in a wide variety of
recreational activities including ATV riding,
skating, biking, hunting, sailing, cross country
skiing, horseback riding, golfing, geocaching,
letterboxing, and nature appreciation. Several
of the most popular forms of recreation are
mapped on Figure 5 Existing Recreational Sites
and Figure 6 Existing River Access and are
described below:

Entrance to Golden Beach
Campground

Camping
There are numerous opportunities for camping
along the Raquette River – both private and
public. The consulting team for this project
found ten developed camping areas along the
Raquette River that are accessible by car: Sit &
Bull Campground at Akwesasne, Golden Beach
Campground, Risleys' Rush Point Cottages,
Higley Flow State Park, Blake McNeil Campsite,
Carry Falls/Parmeter Campsite, Backwoods Inn
(in Colton), Camp Hilary (in Long Lake),
Hideaway Campsite and Forked Lake
Campground. In addition, there are numerous
designated campsites in the Adirondack portion
of the river that do not have car access and are
used by hikers or boaters. These consist of lean‐
to campsites and primitive campsites. These will
occasionally have an outhouse or picnic table,
and the fireplace may be an informal ring of
stones. Generally in the Adirondacks, camping is
permitted anywhere 150 feet back from a
shoreline, trail or water source. Within the 150‐
foot setback, shoreline camping is permitted
only in designated campsites.

Snowmobiling

Winter Scenery on the Raquette is
Enjoyed by Snowmobilers

Project Area

Snowmobiling has a huge economic benefit in
New York’s North Country. It provides much
needed tourist dollars during the quiet winter
months. In the Raquette River area, there are
private trails and several designated public
snowmobile trails between Long Lake and
Raquette Lake. A major east‐west trail crosses
the Raquette at the north edge of Tupper Lake.
Farther downstream in St. Lawrence County is
the Bear Brook Trail east of Carry Falls Reservoir,
although it might be closed down by NYSDEC.
9
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Hiking
There is a lack of continuous recreational trails along the Raquette River. This may be due to a number of
factors such as land ownership and terrain. Within the Adirondack Park, most riverside trails are
generally short segments used primarily for canoe portages. Following are some of the major hiking trails
along the Raquette River:



Long Lake ‐ There is a section of the
Northville‐Placid Trail that starts near the
Village of Long Lake and continues
northward along the eastern lake shoreline
for approximately nine miles.



Axton Landing ‐ A trail, approximately five
miles long, heads upstream in the roadless
section of the river between Long Lake and
Tupper Lake. Another trail near Axton
Landing follows the river to Raquette Falls.



Trombley Landing Trail is an access trail
downstream from Axton Landing that
provides access to a roadless section of the
Raquette River.



The Bear Brook Trail at Carry Falls Reservoir
is used by snowmobilers in winter; it is also
used by hikers in the summer offering
approximately four miles of trail.



The Stone Valley Trail runs along both sides
of the river from Colton to Brown’s Bridge at
the Parishville‐Pierrepont Town Line,
offering spectacular waterfall views. The
trail is 7miles roundtrip. Whitewater
kayaking is popular along this stretch during
scheduled water releases.



The Trombley Landing Trailhead

View from the Stone Valley Trail
Courtesy ‐northcountryguide.com

The Red Sandstone Trail is a trail that runs
along the Raquette River about 4 miles,
from Hannawa Falls north to Sugar Island,
toward Potsdam. The trail is named for the
red sandstone that was quarried near the
river here.
Red SandstoneTrail Entry and Map

10
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General Canoeing and Kayaking
The entire length of the Raquette River from
Blue Mountain Lake to the mouth at the St.
Lawrence River is navigable by canoes and
kayaks with the exceptions of the falls and
dams, which have portage trails. There are
some sections that are more popular than
others. Following are descriptions of some of
the more popular canoe/kayak areas:






Long Lake to Tupper Lake – This is a lengthy
section of the river with limited access.
From the put‐in point in the hamlet of Long
Lake, it is 9.5 miles to the north end of the
lake, and an additional 13 miles to a take‐
out at Axton Landing. The next take out is
approximately four miles downstream at a
launch area known as “The Crusher” It is
approximately another eight miles
downstream to the State Boat Launch near
the Hamlet of Moody on Tupper Lake.
o This section is a portion of the
Adirondack Canoe Classic, also known
as the 90‐miler, a three‐day, 90‐mile
(140 km) canoe race from Old Forge to
Saranac Lake. The race has drawn as
many as 500 competitors from around
the world.
Raquette River Reservoir Area – Reservoirs
include Piercefield Flow, Carry Falls, Stark,
Blake, Rainbow Falls, Five Falls, South
Colton, Higley, Colton, Hannawa Falls and
Sugar Island. These reservoirs, built for
electric power generation, are described in a
brochure published by a cooperative effort
between communities and Brookfield
Renewable Power, the current owner‐
operator.
Piercefield Flow – The put‐in is at the
Brookfield Renewable Power8 launch area
on NYS Route 3 and the route is upstream to
Setting Pole Dam at the foot of Raquette
Pond.



Higley Flow State Park9 – This area is west
of South Colton. The river is placid in this
area and ideal for canoeing. This section
was listed among America’s top 15 canoeing
spots by the website Camping Club
(greatoutdoorsmonth.org)

North Forest Canoe Trail
North Forest Canoe Trail (NFCT); is a 740‐mile
water trail used by paddlers follows Native
American travel routes from Old Forge, New
York, across Vermont, Québec and New
Hampshire, to Fort Kent, Maine. More
information on the NFCT is available at
http://northernforestcanoetrail.org/. On the
Raquette, the NFCT begins at Raquette Lake and
continues to Axton Falls.

Motor‐boating
In the upstream section of the Raquette River,
motor‐boating, is permitted on Blue Mountain
Lake, the Eckford Chain of Lakes, Raquette Lake,
Tupper Lake, Simon Pond and Long Lake. Blue
Mountain Lake is served by one marina.
Raquette Lake is serviced by two marinas and
has a public boat launch near the village. A
public dock is available near the boat launch.
Long Lake is serviced by one marina. A NYSDEC
public boat launch with ample parking is located
at the end of Town Dock Road. A public dock is
available near the post office. Tupper Lake has a
launch site in the Hamlet of Moody.

Canoeing at Raquette Lake

9
8

<http://www.brookfieldpower.com/>
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<http://nysparks.state.ny.us/parks/info.asp?parkID
=144>
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Midway down the Raquette, there are 11 motor
boat launch sites on the series of reservoirs
between Carry Falls Reservoir and the Hamlet of
Colton. Below Colton, the river does not have as
many impoundments and is not as suitable for
motor‐boats ‐ consequently, in this section the
few motor‐boat launch sites; one at Norwood,
one at Massena and one at Akwesasne

Fishing
Fishing is a popular activity along the Raquette
River. There is a variety of species due to the
varied water types from river rapids to the
power reservoirs. The major species targeted
are bass, walleye, and various species of trout in
the upper reaches to crappie, northern pike,
muskie and steelhead trout in the lower
reaches. In spite of good public access along
most of the river, fishing pressure is reported to
be light. It must be noted, however, that there
are fish consumption advisories in effect for
various locations due to elevated mercury
levels.
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Seaplanes
Seaplanes, based at Long Lake, transport
sightseers, boaters, campers and anglers to the
more remote areas of the Adirondacks.
Seaplane service has a history dating back to
post WWII when pilots returned to their homes
in the Adirondacks and found a market for a
quick means of transportation to the more
remote areas. Seaplanes are also used for game
counts, fish stocking, timber surveys and fire‐
detection.

Swimming
Swimming occurs informally in the river and
formally at several public beaches on Long Lake,
Tupper Lake, Piercefield, Colton, Parishville,
(McNeil campsite), Hannawa Falls, Potsdam and
Norwood. In order to be officially sanctioned,
public bathing beaches must comply with New
York State Sanitary Code, Chapter 1, Subpart 6‐
2, Bathing Beaches. This code contains a
number of requirements including the
stipulation that any municipality that wishes to
open a public bathing beach must have plans
approved by the state and meet rigorous
requirements for water quality, water depth,
underwater slope and bottom composition, etc.
Once plans are approved and the facility is
completed, periodic water quality testing must
be done and lifeguards must be posted.
Because of this protocol, it is difficult to
establish a swimming area and new swimming
beaches are usually limited to the most heavily
used areas.

NYSDEC Provides Fishing Access Sites

Swimming Beach at Long Lake

Helm’s Aero Seaplane at Long Lake
12
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Museums
Another leisure activity along the Raquette River
that draws large numbers of people is visiting
museums. There are several high quality
museums:

The Wild Center, Natural History Museum
of the Adirondacks

The Wild Center at Tupper Lake

Located in the Town of Tupper Lake, this $28
million facility was opened in July 2006.
According to their website, visitors… can hike
and explore the Museum's 31‐ acre campus with
naturalist guides or on your own. There are
theaters with high definition films, plenty of
hands‐on nature, and hundreds of live animals
from rare native trout, to river otters, to turtles
the size of walnuts and many other often hard‐
to‐see residents of the woods and waters.
During its first year, close to 100,000 people
visited the museum.

The Adirondack Museum

Site Map at The Wild Center

This large museum is located on Blue Mountain
Lake, the origin of the Raquette River. It is
described on its website as follows: …the history
of the Adirondack Park — the place and its
people — is at the heart of the museum's
exhibits and programs. We offer a campus‐like
setting of more than 32 acres with 22 engaging
indoor and outdoor exhibits, historic buildings,
incredible collections, great gardens, and
magnificent views. The Adirondack Museum is
an exceptional destination for vacationers,
families, school groups, and group tours, and all
those who love the Adirondacks. The museum is
open seasonally from May 23rd to October 19th.
Following is some information about its visitors:
 annual visitors – 75,000
 school children – 5,000
 tourist from out of state – 48%
 Adirondack Park residents – 15%
 visitors with children ‐ 48%

The Adirondack Museum
Courtesy, adkmuseum.org
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Akwesasne Museum
This Native American themed museum is near
the mouth of the Raquette on the
Akwesasne/St. Regis Mohawk Reservation. The
museum, which is in the same building as the
library gets approximately 5,000 visitors per
year that come from a wide geographic area;
many are international. A new museum/library
building is being proposed to replace the current
undersized one by year 2012.

Additional Museums
Smaller local historical museums along the
Raquette include: Tupper Lake Heritage Center,
Piercefield Museum, Town of Colton Museum,
Potsdam Public Museum, Susan C. Lyman
Historical Museum in Norwood, the Norfolk
Historical Museum and the Massena Museum.
These museums provide an additional resource
for museum goers.

Town of Colton Museum

Scenic Resources
The scenery along the Raquette is one of the
river’s major assets. Views represent the major
way that residents and visitors perceive and
understand the river corridor and their
importance cannot be overstated. Tourists are
drawn to enjoy the varied scenery of the
Raquette, particularly in the fall when the
foliage turns brilliant colors.
Views within the corridor can be divided into
two categories – views from the water enjoyed
by boaters and views from the land, particularly
from roads and hiking trails. Views from the
numerous lakes and reservoirs along the
Raquette can be especially broad and open. In
the Adirondack Park, these views are preserved
by policies that require setbacks for the building
of structures and restrictions on the cutting of
trees (see section on Adirondack Park Agency
Controls).

Extended View on StateRoute 3 between
Piercefield and Tupper Lake

Potential Scenic Overlook from Gulf Road
in the Town of Colton
14
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Scenic Byways
As evidence of the scenic quality of the Raquette
River, five state scenic byways and one national
scenic byway either connect with or follow the
Raquette corridor at some point along its length.
The New York State Scenic Byways program was
created in 1992 by the State Legislature. The
program encourages both economic
development and resource conservation,
recognizing that each of these aspects of a
byway must be fostered to ensure the success of
the other. State Scenic Byways are
transportation corridors that are of particular
statewide interest. They are representative of a
region's scenic, recreational, cultural, natural,
historic or archaeological significance to the
State of New York. According the NYSDOT, “a
scenic byway is a road with a story to tell. A
scenic byway might offer magnificent views or
fascinating historical sites or amazing wildlife. It
might offer access to an exhilarating array of
outdoor activities or reveal captivating cultures,
spellbinding art or spectacular structures. A
scenic byway is a ‘win‐win’ arrangement for the
travelers that use it and the communities that
adjoin it. Travelers are treated to an
uncommonly exciting, educational or
entertaining trek. Communities profit by an
organized management plan that protects and
enhances the byway corridor while encouraging
increased tourism.”
Descriptions of the five State Scenic Byways that
traverse the Raquette River Corridor follow:

Adirondack Scenic Byway
The 188‐mile trail runs from Fonda,
just below the southern border of
the Adirondack Park and north of
the Mohawk River, to Malone, a few miles south
of Canada. This route runs along the Raquette
River on NYS Route 30 between Blue Mountain
Lake and Tupper Lake.

Project Area
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Olympic Scenic Byway
The 170‐mile Olympic Byway
stretches east from Sackets Harbor
on Lake Ontario to Wilmington. It
enters the Raquette River corridor on Route 3
northeast of Cranberry Lake near Sevey’s
Corners. The route continues east to Tupper
Lake before leaving the river corridor near
Upper Saranac Lake.

Central Adirondack Trail Scenic
Byway
This 140‐mile route runs from Rome
heading for Old Forge, Raquette
Lake, Blue Mountain Lake, Warrensburg, Lake
George and ending near Glens Falls. It touches
the Raquette River corridor at the south end of
Raquette Lake and continues to Blue Mountain
Lake.

Roosevelt Marcy Memorial
Highway Scenic Byway
Beginning at North Creek, this 40‐mile
byway forms an arc ending at Blue
Mountain Lake. This is the route Vice President
Theodore Roosevelt traveled on a dangerous
midnight stagecoach ride to take the
Presidential oath. This byway crosses the
Raquette River corridor at Long Lake and Blue
Mountain Lake.

Military Trail Scenic Byway
This 84‐mile scenic byway abuts the
Seaway Trail in Massena, just touching
the Raquette River corridor, and heads
eastward through Malone and
Chateaugay, ending at Rouses Point on
Lake Champlain.

15
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Seaway Trail National Scenic
Byway
This byway is the only National Scenic
Byway in the project area. It begins in
Pennsylvania at the Ohio border and
continues up the shores of Lakes Erie and
Ontario ending at Massena. The Seaway Trail
contacts the Raquette River Blueway Trail where
US Highway 37 crosses the river at the entrance
to Akwesasne.

Figure 4 ‐ Scenic Byways
in the Raquette River
Corridor
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Figure 5 – Existing Recreation Sites Map

Figure 5
Project Area
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Figure 6 – Existing River Access Map

Figure 6
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4. Market Analysis

Tourism
In 2005, the Economic Research Service of the
US Department of Agriculture compared rural
counties with recreation and tourism‐based
economies to counties without recreation and
tourism‐based economies. The study found that
the economic and social impacts of recreation
and tourism on rural counties include lower
poverty rates and higher wages. And while
development of significant tourism related
activities and destination increases the costs of
living, increased median household incomes are
greater.
In Northern New York, tourism is a major
economic player in the rural economy and is one
that continues to grow. Northern New York
Travel and Tourism Research Center tracked the
economic impact of tourism on Northern New
York in 2003 and in 2006. The impact of tourism
was measured using four economic indicators:
the number of full‐time equivalent jobs
supported; the amount of wages, salaries and
proprietary income generated; state
government revenues generated; and local
government revenues generated. Data from
this study illustrates that not only does tourism
have an impact on the regional and local
economy, but nearly all economic impact
indicators have grown during the 2003 to 2006
study period.
Project Area

According to the Northern New York Travel
and Tourism Research Center, without
tourism expenditures in 2006, overall
unemployment in Northern New York
would have increased to 19% and local
resident taxes would have increased an
estimated $737 per household in order to
maintain government services at current
levels.

Recreation‐related Business – Canoe
Rental in Blue Mountain Lake
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Northern
New York

Economic Impacts
# of Full Time Jobs
Supported
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Adirondack
Region

Franklin
County

Hamilton
County

Thousand
Islands /
Seaway Trail
Region

St. Lawrence
County

2003

35,000

26,247

1,970

1,194

8,716

2,007

2006

37,000

25,146

1,965

1,284

10,000

2,576

% Change from 2003 to 2006
Amount of Wages, Salaries &
Proprietary Income
Generated

6%

‐4%

0%

8%

15%

28%

2003

$662,800,000

$520,000,000

$34,000,000

2006

$746,200,000

$523,000,000

$36,000,000

$20,000,00
0
$23,000,00
0

$142,900,00
0
$173,500,00
0

% Change from 2003 to 2006
State Government Revenues
Generated

13%

1%

6%

15%

21%

33%

2003

$115,000,000

83,000,000

7,600,000

5,000,000

31,000,000

7,000,000

2006

148,000,000

92,000,000

8,500,000

6,000,000

40,000,000

10,000,000

% Change from 2003 to 2006
Local Government Revenues
Generated

29%

11%

12%

20%

29%

43%

2003

$150,000,000

$110,000,000

$10,500,000

$6,000,000

$40,000,000

$9,000,000

2006

$187,000,000

$117,000,000

$11,200,000

$8,000,000

$50,000,000

$13,000,000

% Change from 2003 to 2006

25%

6%

7%

33%

25%

44%

$33,000,000
$44,000,000

Source: Northern New York Travel and Tourism
Research Center

Tourism involves many different business, such
as food and beverage, transportation,
attractions, retail, lodging, as well as the services
and facilities of public and non‐profit agencies
and organizations. Tourism may help
communities meet a variety of needs.

For example, tourism can:








Tourism‐related Business in Long Lake

20

create opportunities for employment
lead to the identification and
recognition of local heritage, historic
sites, arts and folklore
increase revenues for local businesses
and industry
generate tax revenues
increase stability by broadening the
economic base
increase leisure opportunities for
residents
make a community more attractive10

10

Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism
Sciences, Texas A & M University
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Furthermore, the Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) indicates that
furthering of the quality and quantity of
recreational services and programs has
substantial beneficial effects on economic
activity, as well as preservation and recreation
opportunities, within affected communities.
To best capture the economic benefit from the
Blueway Trail Plan, this market analysis
overview provides an identification of the user
profile for the Raquette River.

User Profile
A review of the existing and potential Blueway
Trail users includes two groups: residents and
tourists.

Resident User Profile
As a primary source for Blueway trail users, it is
critical to understand the resident composition
when developing a marketing strategy for the
Raquette River corridor. Characteristics
reviewed include population, education, age,
income and housing data gathered from the U.S.
Bureau of the Census. The corridor
communities included in this review are, in
Franklin County, Harrietstown and Tupper Lake,
in Hamilton County, Arrieta and Long Lake, and
in St. Lawrence County, Colton, Massena,
Norfolk, Parishville, Piercefield, Pierrepont and
Potsdam. Data for New York State and the
United States were used for comparison
purposes.

Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail Plan

All towns, excluding Tupper Lake, have a slightly
greater percentage of population with a High
School Degree or higher than New York State
(79.1%). Only two towns have a higher
percentage of population with a Bachelors
Degree or higher than New York State (27.4%),
Harrietstown (28.4%) and Potsdam (31.1%).
This education demographic reflects the
location of SUNY Potsdam and Clarkson
University and their influence on the local area.
Excluding Potsdam, all towns studied have a
higher median age than both the State (35.9)
and the Country (35.3). This reflects a higher
percentage of population 65 years or older in
many of the towns.
The median household income in all towns
studied is below that of the State ($43,393) and
the Country ($41,994). The town with the
lowest median income in 2000 was Long Lake
($25,583). The town with the highest
percentage of the population below the poverty
line was Potsdam at 23.1%, although still less
than that of the State percentage, 28.0%.
The median home value in 2000 was
significantly lower than that of the State
($148,700) by approximately $50,000 or more.
While many of the towns have large vacancy
rates, this is likely due to the classification of
seasonal, recreation or occasional use as vacant.

Although the majority of towns studied are
declining in population, three towns in St.
Lawrence County are growing faster than New
York State (8%). Towns that have seen a
percent change in population above the State
between 1990 and 2008 include Colton,
Parishville and Pierrepont.

Motor Boats on Long Lake

Project Area
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Raquette River Corridor Demographic Data

Education

United States

Potsdam (Town)

Pierrepont (Town)

Piercefield (Town)

13,826

4,258

1,901

285

2,375

16,822

17,990,455

248,709,873

1,453

13,121

4,565

2,049

305

2,674

15,957

18,976,457

281,421,906

2008

5,535

6,137

266

807

1,481

12,483

4,585

2,068

288

2,617

16,284

19,490,297

304,059,724

% change 1990‐
2008
% High School or
Higher
% Bachelor's
Degree or Higher

‐2%

‐1%

‐11%

‐13%

16%

‐10%

8%

9%

1%

10%

‐3%

8%

22%

84.6%

76.3%

86.3%

82.7%

86.5%

82.4%

79.2%

83.4%

82.2%

86.6%

84.8%

79.1%

80.4%

28.4%
38.6

12.9%
38.3

24.7%
44.5

25.3%
47.1

26.4%
42.1

16.8%
39.9

10.5%
38.4

16.1%
37.1

13.0%
45.7

21.7%
38.2

31.1%
23.0

27.4%
35.9

24.4%
35.3

% Under 5

5.5%

5.2%

3.8%

3.5%

4.6%

6.0%

6.1%

6.0%

8.9%

5.5%

4.1%

6.5%

6.8

% 18 and over

77.2%

75.4%

78.5%

81.6%

77.4%

76.3%

74.8%

72.6%

80.0%

74.1%

82.8%

75.3%

74.3

19.7%

16.2%

18.8%

13.9%

11.0%

18.7%

10.4%

9.9%

12.9%

12.4

15.1%

16.7%

18.4%

Median Household
in 2000

$31,838

$35,636

$36,375

$25,583

$38,875

$31,391

$33,492

$32,210

$34,743

$41,890

$30,782

$43,393

$41,994

Per Capita in 2000

$18,529

$15,696

$25,378

$19,466

$20,528

$18,111

$17,099

$14,924

$16,635

$19,239

$13,753

$23,389

$21,587

12.6%

13.4%

2.8%

14.7%

17.9%

14.7%

10.7%

8.3%

11.5%

23.1%

Total Housing
Units

2,544

3,118

% Owner Occupied

51.9%

69.1%

% Renter Occupied
Units

48.1%

% Vacant Units

25.5%

Median Value

$85,900

Data derived from US Census Bureau
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Parishville (Town)

1,274

852

Norfolk (Town)

930

293

% Population
Below Poverty

Housing

Massena (Town)

300

6,137

Colton (Town)

6,199

5,575

% 65 and over

Income

Long Lake (Town)

5,621

2000

Ariette (Town)

1990

Median Age
Age

St. Lawrence County
New York State

Population

Hamilton County

Tupper Lake (Town)

Harrietstown (Town)

Franklin County

788

15.6%
1,496

1,163

5,880

1,959

1,204

417

1,233

5,431

28.0%

12.4%

7,689,307

92.9%

76.2%

85.3%

62.8%

76.0%

81.4%

89.0%

85.1%

54.6%

66.2%

66.2%

30.9%

7.1%

23.8%

14.7%

37.2%

23.4%

18.6%

11.0%

14.9%

45.4%

33.8%

33.8%

22.1%

84.0%

74.1%

48.1%

6.3%

8.0%

33.8%

67.4%

15.7%

6.6%

9.0%

9.0%

$71,700

$98,800

$98,700

$81,300

$69,700 $57,700 $60,600 $49,700 $84,300 $66,400
Other than population, all data derived from year 2000
data

$148,700

$119,600
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Visitor User Profile
With an estimated 5.081 million person visits to
Northern New York in 2006 alone11, the
Raquette is located amidst a wide range of
tourist attractions. The corridor itself provides a
variety of outdoor activities as well as culture
and entertainment activities. For example,
residents and visitors have the opportunity to
participate in camping, snowmobiling, hiking,
canoeing and kayaking, motor boating, fishing,
swimming and seaplanes as well as museum
visits and scenic resource viewing. The Travel
Activities & Motivation Survey (TAMS) ,
which is a series of topic specific reports
prepared by Lang Research Inc. for the Canadian
government, provides an overview of the
American tourist who participates in outdoor
activities and cultural and entertainment
activities. This survey provides insight into

who is visiting the Raquette River corridor
and what complimentary activities might
be promoted along the corridor and in the
neighboring communities.

The more outdoor activities participated in, the
more likely travelers are:
o
o
o
o
o

The U.S. TAMS 2006 survey assessed 81
different outdoor activities, which were grouped
into activity types based on likelihood of
participation crossover. These activities include:
o

o

o

o

Outdoor Activity Participants
According to the TAMS 2006 report, 74.6% of
U.S. Pleasure Travelers (individuals who took at
least one out‐of‐town pleasure trip of one or
more nights in the last two years) participated in
at least one outdoor activity while on a trip.
Therefore, the Raquette River corridor, with its
wealth of outdoor activities, has the potential to
attract a large majority of the U.S. Pleasure
Travelers market.
The TAMS report reveals that outdoor activity
participants seek vacations that are physically
energizing and challenging. An appropriate
destination should offer a variety of things to
see and do as well as provide camping
opportunities. Some demographic highlights of
the typical outdoor activity participant include:

11

2006 Economic Impact of Expenditures by Tourists
on Northern New York State, The Northern New York
Travel and Research Center, SUNY Potsdam by
consultant, Davidson‐Peterson Associates.
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male,
younger,
married,
better educated and
have higher household incomes.

o

Athletic Activities (golfing; cycling;
exercising and jogging; game and
individual sports; teams sports; extreme
air sports; board and blade activities)
Nature‐oriented Activities (hunting;
fishing; hiking, climbing and paddling;
wildlife viewing; horseback riding)
Winter Activities (downhill skiing and
snowboarding; cross‐country skiing and
snowshoeing; extreme skiing)
Water‐related Activities (boating and
swimming; ocean activities; sailing and
surfing; scuba diving and snorkeling)
Motorized Activities (snowmobiling and
ATV riding; motorcycling)

The most common type of outdoor activity
participated in include wildlife viewing, hiking,
climbing, paddling, games and individual sports.

Culture and Entertainment Activity
Participants
According to the TAMS 2006 report, 92.5% of
U.S. pleasure travelers participated in at least
one culture and entertainment activity while on
a trip. Therefore, cultural and entertainment
activities capture nearly all U.S. pleasure
travelers. On average, U.S. pleasure travelers
participate in a greater number of cultural and
entertainment activities than outdoor activities.
The TAMS report reveals that culture and
entertainment participants seek vacations
that are intellectually stimulating and offer
opportunities to learn. An important vacation
23
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feature for this type of traveler is seeing or
doing something new. Some demographic
highlights of the typical culture and
entertainment activity participant include:
The more culture and entertainment activities
participated in, the more likely travelers are:




married,
better educated and
have higher household incomes.

The U.S. TAMS 2006 survey assessed 98
different culture and entertainment activities,
which were grouped into activity types based on
likelihood of participation crossover. These
activities include:










History and Cultural Exploration (visiting
historical sites, museums and art galleries;
aboriginal cultural experiences; participatory
historical activities; agro‐tourism/
archaeological digs and sites)
Live Entertainment (attending high art
performances; casino, theatre and comedy
clubs; rock concerts and recreational
dancing)
Themed Attractions (science and
technology exhibits; theme parks and
exhibits; garden‐themed attractions)
Festivals and Fairs (theatre, film and musical
festivals; local fairs and festivals)
Sporting Events (professional sporting
events; national and international sporting
events; amateur tournaments; equestrian
and western events)
Shopping, Dining and Spas (shopping and
dining; tastings; fine dining and spas)

peter j. smith & company, inc.

ANCA Scenic Byways Market Trend
Assessment
In 2009, the Adirondack North Country
Association (ANCA) sponsored a study that
included a visitor survey along the Scenic
Byways in the Adirondack North country which
includes the entire Raquette River. The study,
prepared by Timothy Holmes, Holmes and
Associates, was a qualitative survey based on
interviews with visitors at 32 locations
throughout the twelve county area comprising
the Adirondack North Country. Following are
just a few of the key findings:









32% of visitors reported that this was their
first visit to the Adirondack North Country
59% indicated that they have visited the
region from two to ten or more times
Visitors have a strong emotional connection
with the region
70% reported that they were drawn to the
region in general rather than a specific
location
Visitors also enjoy vacation experiences in
some of the world’s highly rated tourism
destinations – they are educated and
affluent
Most important activities included driving
through the area and enjoying the scenery
Visitors reported that their understanding
and enjoyment could be enhanced by better
directional and interpretive signage, better
and more accessible maps, and improved
websites.

The internet, the daily and weekend newspaper,
travel magazines and travel‐related television
programs are significant sources of information
for those who participate in a multitude of
cultural and entertainment activities.

Tourist‐related Business at Long Lake
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Marketing and Development
Strategy
The market review for Raquette River illustrates
the vast tourism development potential along
the corridor. The review also shows that the
communities along the corridor are generally
declining in population and have a low median
income, demonstrating the need for economic
benefit from tourism development.
Furthermore, utilizing tourism as an

economic development tool can also help
to maintain the unique cultural and
environmental qualities of the area as
these are a central attraction for heritage
and nature based tourists.
Several findings from the user profile that may
help develop the tourist economy along the
Raquette River include:







While outdoor activities are a central
attraction along the River corridor, the
culture and entertainment activities have
the potential to capture a larger market and
should be developed along with recreation
activities as part of the Blueway Trail
development
To capture the outdoor activity participants,
an appropriate destination should offer a
variety of activities including camping
To capture the culture and entertainment
activity participants, destinations need to
offer something new for the traveler to do
or see
A destination having a variety of activities is
an important factor for the outdoor activity
participant. In order to benefit from this
factor, visitors must be made aware of all
the potential activities. Packaging
complementary activities is a potential way
of guiding visitors towards more active
vacations. In addition, providing proper
signage so that visitors can get from one
activity to the next easily is critical.

Project Area





Both outdoor activity participants and
culture and entertainment activity
participants utilize the Internet as a source
of travel information. Culture and
entertainment activity participants are also
likely to utilize the daily and weekend
newspaper, travel magazines and travel‐
related television programs.
There are two universities along the
Raquette River in the Village of Potsdam
(SUNY at Potsdam and Clarkson) that have a
supply of visitors that can be targeted with
Blueway promotions.

As previously stated, providing activities and
facilities for tourists along the Raquette River
will not only help residents capture tourist
dollars but will provide activities and facilities
for those residents to enjoy.

Some Tourists Come to the Raquette
River Corridor to Experience the Fall
Foliage
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5. The Vision, Opportunities, Issues and
Strategies

Simon Pond at Tupper Lake

The Vision

Goals and Objectives

The following vision statement was prepared
for the previously completed “Raquette River
Corridor Strategy for Revitalization’ (Strategy
for Revitalization). The statement was reviewed
and deemed applicable to the Blueway Trail
Plan as well:

Goals and objectives were also developed as
part of the previously completed ‘Strategy for
Revitalization’ to address the issues and
opportunities that were identified by the
Advisory Committee and the public and were
also deemed applicable to the Blueway Trail
Plan. These are intended to provide guidance
when facing difficult decisions that arise when
selecting projects and initiatives for the
Blueway Trail.

The vision of the Raquette River Corridor is to
encourage cooperation and interaction among
the townships along the river thereby creating
a sense of unity, and to engage in the joint
promotions of the recreational opportunities
and natural beauty of the river so that
residents and visitors can best experience the
second longest river in New York State.
Enhanced facilities along the corridor should
promote tourism and encourage tourists to
spend time along the river while conserving
and protecting the natural resources of the
area. Increased tourism and recreational
activities will encourage revitalization of
riverside hamlets through association with and
promotion of the Ten Rivers Region. Each
township may emphasize its own features
while supporting those of the adjoining
communities.
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Develop a Framework for Voluntary
Regional Cooperation
Encourage Improvements to Corridor
Access and Infrastructure
Encourage Responsible Use of River’s
Fragile Ecosystems
Provide More Complete Corridor
Information for Visitors
Support Educational Uses of the River
Corridor
Encourage a Corridor‐wide Approach to
Promoting Assets
Promote the Corridor as an Engine
Driving Local Economies
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Opportunities
The Raquette River corridor has a wide variety
of attributes that provide opportunities for the
creation of a Blueway Trail. These attributes

are the reasons that the corridor should be
protected and enhanced and/or the reason
that there could be an economic benefit
through increased tourism:
Scenic Quality – The quality of the scenery
along the length of the Raquette is truly
breathtaking. As evidence of this, there are six
scenic byways that cross the Raquette including
the nationally designated Seaway Trail at the
mouth of the river (see the chapter on scenic
byways).

Historic Resources – There are numerous
chapters to the history of the area that are
unique, interesting and will draw visitors. The
corridor is also lucky to already have excellent,
destination quality museums to present the rich
history.

Varied Character – The range of character on
the Raquette River corridor runs from mountain
lakes to marshland, from a wild backcountry
river to areas of shoreline development, from a
gently flowing pastoral river to wild whitewater
sections.

Diversity of Recreation – The Raquette has
something for almost everyone. Recreational
opportunities include land‐based activities such
as hiking, biking, skiing, snowmobiling, birding,
hunting, trapping, camping, and visiting
museums. Water‐based activities include
swimming, canoeing/kayaking, motor boating,
lake fishing, river fishing, ice fishing, riding in
seaplanes, and just generally enjoying the
scenery.

Project Area

Existing Tourist Base – Currently there is
already a substantial base of tourists. This
presents an opportunity to capture the
crossover market – that is to bring visitors back
for other reasons. For example, canoers may
come back in the winter for cross‐country skiing
or snowmobilers may return in summer for
motor boating, etc.

Issues
Along with the opportunities come issues
that will present some challenges when
developing a Blueway Trail on the
Raquette River:
Seasonal Tourism – Even though there are
some recreational opportunities in the winter
such as snowmobiling and cross country skiing,
the number of visitors drops off sharply after
the fall foliage falls until the weather warms
and the snow and ice melts. According to some
local business owners, it can be difficult for
tourist‐based industries such as hotels and
restaurants and specialty shops to stay open
year round.

Access in the Downstream Section – In the
section of river from Potsdam downstream,
there are few river access points partly due to
little public land and the fact that access has not
been arranged with private land‐owners. The
river in this stretch has historically been a
working river and not looked upon as a
recreation resource.

Need for Regional Cooperation – The idea of
the entire Raquette River corridor as a single,
marketed entity is new. The mix of public and
private ownership brings with it a limited view
of the greater resource. The river is so lengthy
and there are such a variety of river character
areas and governmental entities that the river is
generally viewed in segments – the Adirondack
section, the reservoir section, etc.
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Strategies
The strategies listed below were prepared to
address both the opportunities and the issues
previously indicated. The specific
recommendations that make up the Raquette
River Corridor Blueway Trail Plan are a direct
result of these strategies.

Increase and Improve Public Access – Since

Promote Stewardship of the River – A
stewardship program provides a chance for a
whole new group of the population, private
individuals and groups, to become involved in
the Blueway. Participants will take
responsibility for a section of the river, by doing
routine maintenance, and controlling invasive
plants‐ tasks that otherwise may not get done.

much of the recreation in the Raquette River
Corridor is river‐based, it would be a benefit to
improve and increase the locations where one
comes into contact with the river (on public or
private lands). This would include the
development or improvement of riverside
parks, boat launches, fishing access sites, and
overlooks.

Promote All‐Season Use – In order to take full
advantage of the tourist infrastructure and
create a more vibrant economy, it would help
to increase all‐season visitation.

Inter‐municipal Cooperation – Success of the
Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail depends
upon inter‐municipal cooperation, which will
make it much easier to implement the
recommendations in the plan. Please refer to
the appendix for a sample memorandum of
agreement that can be used by municipalities to
formalize this inter‐municipal cooperation.

Increased Visitation during Winter
Months Would Be a Benefit

Create Awareness of the Blueway – Making
people aware that the Blueway exists is the
fundamental key to its success. Awareness can
be created through marketing initiatives or
through physical improvements that draw the
attention of visitors. Opportunities exist to
implement mutually beneficial efforts in
collaboration with the scenic byways of the
region.
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6. Waterfront Concept

Long Lake

Proposed Projects Plan

Tupper Lake

The Proposed Projects Plan (Figure 7) is intended to show a geographically distributed range of projects
that meet the goals and objectives stated for the project and to make the vision a reality.
Since the Proposed Projects Plan covers such a large area (174 miles of river), improvements are
depicted in a graphic style that is diagrammatic rather than literal.

Each project on the Proposed Projects Plan is given a number designation, such as T1, that
corresponds with the text following the map and with the project list in the Implementation
Matrices (Figure 8).
It is helpful to note that the Plan only includes projects that are new facilities or enhancements of
existing facilities. Existing features are shown on Figure 5 – Existing Recreation/Dining/Lodging Map and
on Figure 6 – Existing River Access Map.
Later in this section is a description of each type of project and its locations if known.

Waterfront Concept
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Figure 7 – Proposed Recreation Projects Map

Figure 7
Waterfront Concept
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Figure 8 – Proposed River Access Map

Figure 8
32
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Range of Projects
There is a wide range of physical projects proposed for the Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail (also
see Initiatives). The physical projects include: signage, enhancement of local waterfront parks, boat
launch/take‐outs, scenic overlooks, Blueway visitor centers, Blueway kiosks, road gateway features, rail
gateway features, riverside camping, trails, river access points.

Enhancement of Village Riverside Parks
There are numerous waterfront parks along the Raquette River that are already developed by local
municipalities as a community resource. By making some improvements, these local parks can
become Blueway Trail resources that will create stopping points for Blueway Trail users while also
being enhanced for local residents. Typically, local waterfront park enhancements would include; a
roadside sign, a Blueway sign with a map and interpretive panel, and new or improved river/lake access
point, an overlook with benches or picnic facilities, a playground, and a boat launch for canoes/kayaks
and/or fishing access (where feasible)



Long Lake Park (P1) ‐ This is one of the
most scenic and photographed locations
along the Raquette River. Due to its
prominent location along the NYS Route 30
and its proximity to the Village of Long Lake,
it is well used particularly by visitors. The
park has developed parking, restrooms, a
park shelter, beach, walkway, float plane
mooring, and play equipment. Blueway
features such as a sign and interpretive
panel would be very visible to tourists
making them aware of the entire Blueway.



Tupper Lake Municipal Park (P2) and the
adjacent but smaller Flanders Park combine
to be the major park for recreation in the
area consisting of a baseball field, tennis,
basketball, volleyball, waterfront trail,
overlooks and a group picnic shelter.
Blueway features in this park would be
visible to a large number of park users and
would further enhance Tupper Lake as a
tourist destination.

Long Lake Park

Tupper Lake Municipal Park

Waterfront Concept
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Piercefield Beach & Picnic Area (P3) – This
facility is a cooperative venture between
the Town of Piercefield and Brookfield
Renewable Power. The beach has been
reported as being a great place to swim in a
natural setting. The park could benefit from
an improved road, parking area and new
picnic facilities such as a small group
shelter.

Piercefield Beach & Picnic Area

Norwood Beach Park

Raymondville Recreation Area
Photo – Louise Bixby



Norwood Beach Park (P4) ‐ This park on
Norwood Lake is co‐owned by the Village of
Norwood and Brookfield Renewable Power.
The site currently has a swimming beach
with lifeguards, picnic facilities and field
sports and is the location for the summer
recreation program “Books at the Beach”.
Further enhancements to this park would
help make it a regional asset that would
draw Blueway visitors to the area.



Raymondville Recreation Area (P5) –
Located alongside SH 56, the park is at a
visible location for travelers. The park is
minimally developed consisting of an open
lawn area with parking and a lighted
basketball court area. Blueway features
would make this a more attractive and
usable facility. This facility could also be
connected to a pedestrian crossing of the
Raymondville bridge if it is opened (see
section ‘Trails’).



Springs Park in Massena (P6) is a riverfront
park that contains; a baseball field,
bandshell, picnic area, playground and
developed parking. It is a well used site of
outdoor recreation in the lower stretch of
the Raquette River. A Blueway sign and
interpretive panel should be visible to local
residents who regularly use the park. The
park would benefit from the construction of
a boat launch as well.

Springs Park in Massena
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Boat Launches
There are some key locations along the Raquette that are in need of new or improved boat
launch facilities in order to create an opportunity to stop along the Blueway, increase use and
enjoyment of the river and to foster an appreciation of its resources. A typical Blueway boat launch
would include roadside signs, a Blueway sign and map, a launch ramp and a car-top launch area, and an
overlook with benches/tables. Car-top launches are for canoes, kayaks, rafts, etc. Launches for these
types of craft can be minimal and inexpensive. There are two basic types: one where the slope of the
riverbank is a sand or fine gravel “beach” that
allows boaters to slide a loaded boat into the
water perpendicular to the shore. The second,
used where the riverbank is steep, consists of a
short wall or series of steps that allow boaters
to put their craft parallel to the shore, load it
and then push off. There are also a variety of
launches that use docks as well.
To guide the design of boat launches on state
Example of accessible Car‐top Boat Launch
property and ensure that all facilities are
Courtesy Elan Planning & Design
accessible for people with disabilities, NYSDEC
publishes the A.D.A. Accessibility Standards for Outdoor Recreational Facilities. The National Park
Service also publishes an excellent reference for the design of boat launches titled “Logical Lasting
Launches” which is available online at: www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca/helpfultools/launchguide.pdf.




Long Lake Boat Dock and Launch (B1) –
This location currently has a boat dock and
launch that is intended for both motorized
and non-motorized boats. This facility is
currently in disrepair and the Town has
slowly been building a fund to replace it.
Replacing the dock would result in greatly
increased use providing numerous benefits
for the community. By including Blueway
features such as the map and interpretive
panel, awareness of the entire Blueway will
be increased.
Akwesasne (B2) - A launch in this area
would encourage use of the lower
Raquette. Paddlers could put in at Springs
Park in Massena, take out at Akwesasne
and have access to a seldom used section of
the lower Raquette. Motor boaters and
paddlers could also use the launch to access
the St. Lawrence River. This is also a way to
encourage visitation to the reservation.
There are numerous sites near the Route 37
Bridge, and downstream from the bridge,
that are suitable for the creation of a ramp
and associated parking area.

Waterfront Concept

Long Lake Boat Dock and Launch
Photo: Town of Long Lake Supervisor Cl ar k Se aman

At Akwesasne there are Numerous
Potential Boat Launch Sites Near the
Route 37 Bridge
phot o Googl e Li ve Se ar ch Maps
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River Access Points
For this Plan, there are two types of River Access Points; Major and Minor.
Major River Access Points include a number of amenities such as roadside approach signage, Blueway
signage, developed parking, a trail to the river’s edge and, if riverbank conditions are suitable, a car‐top
boat launch (see description under Boat Launches preceding) or a handicapped accessible fishing
platform. Major River Access Point locations have been identified and are shown on Figure 8 River
Access Map. Locations have been selected based on several factors including presumed land ownership,
road access, shoreline conditions, river conditions, and proximity to currently existing river access
points.
Most Major River Access Points are located in the lower section of the Raquette River. There
are several reasons for this clustered distribution. For one, the middle section of the River occupied by
numerous power generation dams has many access points already developed by the power utility
Brookfield Renewable Power and its predecessor, Niagara Mohawk. Above the dams, many sections of
the Raquette are roadless, which is part of its charm, and do not offer the opportunity for more roadside
access. The upper Raquette flows through a series of lakes; Blue Mountain Lake, Raquette Lake, Long
Lake, and Tupper Lake, which currently have a number of access points. Any land in the upper section of
river that is not privately‐owned is under the control of the local municipality or NYSDEC, both of which
have provided a reasonable amount of access points. By contrast, the Lower Raquette below Potsdam is
largely privately‐owned and historically has not been viewed as a recreational resource. Consequently,
there are fewer access points and more to gain by developing new accesses.

Potential Major Access Point
near Norfolk (A2)
Existing Conditions (left)
and Proposed Conditions (below)
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Suggested Major River Access points:










South of the NYS ROUTE 56 Bridge in
Colton (A1) – This site is the only major
river access proposed upstream of
Potsdam. This is a popular access site but
could be improved with Blueway signage,
parking improvements and access trail
work.
Yaleville Below the Dam (A2) – This is
currently marked as a canoe route for river
entry below the dam but there is no
development. From this put‐in point there
is just over two miles of river before
reaching the dam at the Village of Norfolk.
Hamlet of Norfolk Below the Dam (A3) –
This location is also currently marked as a
canoe route but there is no development.
There is ample room for parking and a trail
to the river. The site has been recognized
for its scenery by placing a picnic table at
the river’s edge (See previous page for an
illustration of proposed improvements).
Upstream of the Village of Massena at the
Power Line Crossing (A4) – This site is
cleared of vegetation and the river banks
are suitable for an access point. This
location would provide a take‐out point for
paddlers that put in at the existing access
point below the dam at Raymondville five
miles upstream. The power utility would
need to grant an easement for the facility.
Downstream from the Village of Massena
on Roosevelt Road at the Power Line
Crossing (A5) – This site is seven miles
below the existing boat launch upstream at
Springs Park in Massena and is about four
and a half miles from the St Lawrence River
below. The site would need some clearing
of vegetation and an easement would need
to be granted by the power utility.



Alcoa site in the Town of Massena (A6) –
Located adjacent to the Akwesasne border,
this site is currently used informally as a
river access though the access road is very
rough. Access improvements combined
with a picnic area and informal boat launch
would be welcome improvements.

Yaleville Below the Dam (A1)

Upstream of Massena (A3)

Below Massena on Roosevelt Road (A4)

Minor River Access Points have less development than Major River Access Points. Specific locations
have not been selected or mapped. These are simply roadside turnouts that are developed enough to
provide a safe parking area and minimally developed access to the river. With this type of access, the
more of them, the better. By creating numerous Minor River Access Points, river use can be dispersed
over a wider area with more river access points. This is the type of turnout that some anglers prefer
since the minimal level of development implies less usage and perhaps less fishing pressure.
Waterfront Concept
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A Minor River Access Point is inexpensive with only developed parking (usually gravel) and perhaps a
trail. The only features required are the physical space along a road for a vehicle to pull off out of the
roadside clear zone (on state highways, the required setback from the travel lane to an obstruction), and
a suitable riverbank. The land must be publicly‐owned or there must be an easement granted, or other
arrangement, with a private land‐owner.

Scenic Overlooks
The scenery along the Raquette River is one of the major draws for tourists who come to see the lakes,
fall foliage and expanses of woodlands. As a further testimony to the scenic quality, there are six scenic
byways that cross the Raquette River at various locations along its entire length.

There are several roadside locations along the Raquette River that have particularly
spectacular views that should be recognized and enhanced for the benefit of visitors and local
residents. Enhancements would typically include roadside signage, an improved turnout with ample
space for a visitor to park and get out of their vehicle, a walkway or overlook platform, and a Blueway
sign with maps and interpretive panels.






Raquette Lake near Poplar Point Rd. (O1) –
This site is near a bridge over an inlet and
has a view over Otter Bay in Raquette Lake.
The site already has a developed turnout
but would benefit from the placement of an
overlook platform and some signage.
Long Lake near Newcomb Road (NYS 28N)
(O2) ‐ This turnout looks into the portion of
Long Lake known as Park Lake and is
located at a prominent location near the
intersection of SH 30 and SH 28N. The
turnout is partly paved but has no other
improvements.
Tupper Lake at Rock Island Bay (O3) – SH
30 – This turnout looks over Rock Island Bay
and includes a fishing access area. The
space available at the existing turnout is
ample. Improvements may include
Blueway signage and interpretive panels.

Raquette Lake near Poplar Point Road
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Piercefield at the Pump Station (O4) – This
site is a small park site with an overlook
deck, canoe launch and picnic facilities that
offers scenic views over the Raquette.
Improvements could include Blueway and
interpretive signage.



Raquette River Recreation Area in South
Colton (O5) – This location is where NYS 56
crosses the Raquette River in South Colton.
There is parking and an overlook existing
but Blueway features would help identify
and take better advantage of the site.



Between Raymondville & Massena – NYS
ROUTE 56 (O6) – This location does not
have a developed pull‐off. It offers a
panoramic view of the lower Raquette over
cultivated fields.



Downstream of Massena at Creek near
Grove Street (O7) – This site is maintained,
though not for public access. A public
parking area could be developed with a
river overlook only a short walk away.

View from Overlook Deck at the
Piercefield Pump Station Area

Raquette River Recreation Area in
South Colton

SH56 Between Raymondville &
Massena

Waterfront Concept
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Blueway Visitor Centers
Blueway Visitor Centers are locations
where a visitor may stop and obtain
information about the Blueway Trail and
the Raquette River area.

There are two communities where Blueway
Visitor Centers are proposed though specific
sites have not been selected:


Blue Mountain Lake (V1) – This community
is at the junction of State Routes 28 and 30
and as a result has as many northbound
travelers as any other location on the
Raquette. The community is also very
scenic and has the classic Adirondack Park
quality. Visitors from the south that visit
the museums that draw large numbers of
visitors (the Adirondack Museum and the
Wild Center) will pass by this location.



Potsdam (V2) – This location was selected
for several reasons; for one, the Universities
in Potsdam draw visitors who come for
academic or sports reasons. These visitors
may have some leisure time and will want
to take in some of the local scenery or
recreational opportunities that the Blueway
Trail offers. In addition, with the Raquette
flowing through the community, it has a
dominant presence with a downtown
waterfront trail. Clarkson University is
developing plans to provide more riverfront
access by constructing trails and elevated
boardwalks.

Examples of information that could be provided
are maps of the river showing access points,
current river conditions, lists of
accommodations and restaurants, campground
locations, information on recreation available
such as whitewater rafting, bicycling, skiing,
ATV trails, etc. Interpretive Centers may take
any one of a variety of forms such as:
Storefront – An existing building may be
occupied by the Raquette River Blueway Trail
Visitor Center. An example of a similar facility is
the Seaway Trail Interpretive Center in Sackets
Harbor, NY. There are some significant historic
buildings in prominent locations along the
Raquette River that would be appropriate
locations for Visitor Centers. Restoring and
preserving these unique and important
buildings for interpretive/visitor centers is one
way of celebrating the character of the Blueway
and enhancing it as a destination.
Shared Facility – A display may be installed in
an existing public facility that is staffed such as
a museum or chamber of commerce office to
create a partnership that benefits both, through
increased visitation and shared cost.

The Seaway Trail Visitor Center in
Sackets Harbor, NY is a Well Known
Visitor Center
40
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Blueway Kiosks

Community Gateways

Kiosks differ from Blueway Centers in that they
are not staffed – rather they are facilities in
prominent locations, either indoor or outdoor,
where a visitor may pick up printed brochures,
look at a map of the river or roads, or find out
about conditions for skiing or floating, etc. It
has been suggested that an educational
opportunity might be created by constructing
the Blueway kiosks from wood grown in the
region.

Road Gateways

There can be any number of these facilities but
some specific locations have been suggested.
Of course, the installation of kiosks at these
locations depends upon the consent and
cooperation of the owners. Kiosks could be
installed at each of the anchor museums:




Adirondack Museum (K1)
Wild Center (K2)
Akwesasne Museum (K3)

Another location that has been suggested
midway along the Raquette is about nine miles
south of the hamlet of South Colton along NYS
ROUTE 56 is a collaborative effort between
Catamount Lodge and Forest LLC and Brookfield
Renewable Power.

Road Gateways are located at major roadway
entrances to the Blueway Trail project area
boundary. The purpose of a gateway is to

establish the identity of the Raquette River
Blueway. Gateways make it apparent to
motorists that the Raquette River Blueway Trail
is an entity and that they have entered the
Blueway Trail corridor. Road gateways may be
simple, visually prominent features intended to
simply mark the boundary of the Blueway with
a welcome sign using a Blueway logo on a brick
or wood base and perhaps some special
plantings. If there is enough space and site
viewing distance, a Road Gateway can have a
turnout with parking. The turnout would allow
visitors to get out and look at more detailed
Blueway features such as a kiosk or interpretive
signage, which may include a map of the
Blueway Trail, highlights of the character along
the river, and directions to a Visitor Center.
Some general locations where roadways enter
the Blueway Project Area have been chosen,
but specific sites will have to be determined
based on visibility and land availability.
Following is a list of these locations (please
refer to the Proposed Projects Map ‐ Figure 7):









Blue Mountain Lake along NYS Route 28/30
(G1)
Raquette Lake along NYS Route 28 (G2)
Long Lake along NYS Route 28N/30 (G3)
Between Tupper Lake and Saranac Lakes
along NYS Route 30 (G4)
Sevey along NYS Route 3 (G5)
Potsdam on both sides of the Village along
US Highway 11 (G6)
Massena along NYS Route 37 (G7)
Akwesasne along NYS Route 37 (G8)

The Wild Center is a Possible Location for
a Blueway Kiosk

Waterfront Concept
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Rail Gateway Features
Rail Gateways are located at railroad depots
that are used by tourists who chose to
experience the Raquette River corridor by rail.
Historically the railroad was the way that
visitors reached the Adirondacks and the Lower
Raquette. The historic railroads are still

present today and offer travelers a unique
way to experience the scenery without
having to drive. There are two locations
where railroad gateway features are proposed
that will welcome visitors and inform them
about the Raquette River Blueway. Rail
gateways may consist of a kiosk with a map and
some interpretive panels that make visitors
aware of the Blueway and its assets and
opportunities.




Tupper Lake (R1) – This site is at the Tupper
Lake Depot of the Adirondack Scenic
Railroad. The railroad offers scenic
excursions departing from Utica's Union
Station, Thendara Station near Old Forge,
Saranac Lake Union Depot and Lake Placid
Station. The Village of Tupper Lake has
plans to construct a new trail known as the
Junction Pass Trail, which will link the
Adirondack Scenic Railroad Depot with The
Wild Center Museum, a major tourist
destination. The trail will likely be built in
2010. The inclusion of the Blueway Rail
Gateway will add another amenity for
visitors who travel by rail.
Norwood (R2) ‐ There is a plan to start a
tour train run to Norwood from
Ogdensburg that may include a rail
museum. The timeframe for this is for the
train to be running sometime between
2012 and 2015. When plans for this are
being developed, a Blueway Rail Gateway
should be included in the project to
welcome visitors to the Raquette River
Corridor.

peter j. smith & company, inc.

Riverside Camping
There are boaters who would like to be
able to camp along the Raquette River in a
location where they know they are not
intruding on private land.
Most of these are paddlers that would like a
simple, rustic camp site consisting of a lean‐to,
fire ring, table, tent pad, toilet (either
composting or vault type) and if the site has
vehicle access, trash cans. Riverside signs
identifying the camp sites would also be helpful.

These facilities double as rest stops along
the river where paddlers can get out, use
the restroom and have a lunch break or
fish. Within the Adirondack Park, the NYSDEC
has installed numerous camp sites of this type
for boaters. The specific locations for the camp
sites must be selected based on the suitability
of the riverbank. Sites that are best have some
sight distance to allow paddlers to see ahead
and paddle toward the site and have a
riverbank that is not too steep, suitable for
landing and launching a boat. Following are
some areas where new or additional riverside
camping would provide new opportunities for
Blueway Trail users:


Long Lake on State‐owned Land (C1) –
While a number of sites are currently
available, local officials report that the
numbers of users usually exceeds the
number of camp sites available. By
providing additional camping sites, tourism
in the area may be enhanced since visitors
will know that they won’t be “crowded
out.” These sites would need to be
developed in cooperation with NYSDEC.

Paddlers Camping on the Raquette
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Carry Falls Reservoir (C2) on Brookfield
Renewable Power property. There is a
great deal of shoreline available for
camping on state land on this scenic
reservoir. The Raquette Boreal Unit
Management Plan by NYSDEC recommends
camping lean tos on the eastern side of the
river on State‐owned land. Camp sites in
this area would be available for both
canoers/kayakers and motor‐boaters.
Between Yaleville and Raymondville (C3) –
This section of the Raquette is well‐suited
to paddling and even though it runs through
private lands, there is little development
along the banks. Constructing some
riverside camping would encourage
paddlers to use this section further.

Trails
Numerous state and national recreation surveys
have shown that the most commonly requested
recreational facilities are trails. Trails are used
for a variety of purposes from transportation, to
exercise to casual enjoyment of the scenery.
As a general statement, wherever feasible,
there should be some sort of trail along the
Raquette River. Whether it is a simple
footpath used by hikers and anglers or a highly
developed urban trail in one of the riverside
communities, there should be as much public
access as practical. Trails may be located on
public lands, on abandoned railroad corridors or
on private lands through the use of negotiated
or purchased easements. The trail may shift
from one side of the river to the other as
needed to reach available lands.
Trails must be designed for a variety of users
such as hikers, bicyclists, all terrain vehicles
(ATV), equestrians, etc. There should be a trail
for everyone to use where there will not be
conflicts with other types of users.
Once planned, it often takes years, before trail
projects are fully implemented, especially if
private lands are involved. Municipalities must
Waterfront Concept
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acquire lands and/or easements as lands
become available over time.

Trails should vary in type and development
level according to the type of user and the
context:
Pathway ‐ This type is appropriate where
terrain limits the width and grade of the trail. It
is suitable for able‐bodied hikers, mountain
bikers and cross‐country skiers. This type of
trail is inexpensive and can be constructed by
volunteers by simply clearing brush and doing
limited grading with hand tools. If there is
surfacing, it is wood chips or gravel. Side
streams are crossed either by fording or a
bridge is constructed of rustic materials. This
type of trail is appropriate in remote areas
where a more developed type of trail would
compromise the wild character of the area such
as the wooded areas along the roadless reaches
of the Raquette River.
Recreational Trail ‐ This type is more
developed than pathways. It has surfacing such
as stone dust or asphalt that discourages
weeds. This is sometimes known as a Class I
trail or separated trail since it is constructed
entirely separate from any roadway or road
shoulder. Streams are crossed by bridging or
piping to assure that the trail remains dry. The
path is suitable for able‐bodied hikers and
bikers though the slope may exceed standards
for accessibility. Depending upon the location,
this type of trail may be opened to ATVs and/or
snowmobiles. The type of trail should be used
where there are agricultural or residential areas
along the river and the number of users
warrants a higher level of development.
Urban Trail ‐ This type of trail is appropriate
only for urban areas. An urban trailshould have
a hard surface such as concrete or unit pavers
and have a rich level of architectural details
such as lighting, benches, railings, interpretive
signage and plantings. It should provide access
from parking areas and buildings to the
shoreline. Special features may include river
overlooks and developed river access where
appropriate.
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There are several locations along the
Raquette River where trail development is
proposed:
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Tupper Lake (T1) has some trail work
proposed:
The Village completed a study in August of
2006 titled the ‘Multi‐Use Recreational Trail
and Transportation Network’ by Barton &
Loguidice, P.C. The plan, available online at
http://www.tupperlakeinfo.com/FULL%20R
EPORT%20083006.pdf identified five trail
routes:
The Olympic Byway Trail ‐ A 4.9‐mile on‐
street route that follows the Olympic Scenic
Byway .
Adirondack Trail Byway Walk ‐ A 6.6‐mile
on‐street route that travels the alignment
of NYS ROUTE 30, and Wawbeek Avenue
and Park Street within the Village limits.
Wawbeek Stetson Connection ‐ A 3.8‐mile
on‐street route that follows the alignment
of Stetson Road, Hosley Avenue, Park Street
and Old Wawbeek Road.
Junction Pass Trail – A 4.6‐mile route that
follows the alignment of an abandoned
railroad corridor, sanitary easement, and
established footpaths and snowmobile
routes through private property (see
section on Railroad Gateways)
River Pond Trail – this is a 6.9‐mile section
of trail that varies from an on‐street route
that follows road shoulders, shared
roadways and sidewalks, to a multi‐use off‐
road trail route. This route travels the
alignment of Lake Simon Road, NYS Route
30, and a sanitary easement, High Street,
Wawbeek Avenue, Lake, Martin and Mill
Streets, an existing asphalt walking path
along the waterfront, Demars Boulevard,
abandoned railroad corridor, Washington
Street, and Wolf Pond Road.
In South Colton along SH 56, at Catamount
Lodge (T2) a trail on private land with a
small area for parking and picnicking is open
and provides public access to the shoreline
of Carry Falls Reservoir for kayaking and
canoeing.
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Red Sandstone Trail (T3) – This existing trail
consists of a footpath along the west bank
of the Raquette River between Hannawa
Falls and Sugar Island, just south of
Potsdam Village. The trail was built with
the assistance of Brookfield Renewable
Power, and is a popular and scenic trail.
Another link is envisioned from Sugar Island
to Bayside Cemetery. Completion of this
section will require negotiations with a
private land owner.
Potsdam Waterfront Trail (T4) – The Village
of Potsdam is sited on both sides of the
Raquette River and consequently has a
great deal of waterfront. Currently there is
a small section of trail in Potsdam that runs
from Bay Street to the bridge at Maple
Street/Main Street. This section of trail
could be enhanced and a new section e
built across the river with the cooperation
of Clarkson University.

Existing Trail in Potsdam
Photo Google Li ve Se ar ch Maps
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Potential Trail Area in Norwood
Photo Google Li ve Se ar ch Maps



The Historic Raymondville Parabolic Bridge
Photo Google Li ve Se ar ch Maps

Norwood Riverfront Trail (T5) – There are
locations where a riverfront trail can be
built in the Village of Norwood along the
east bank of the river downstream of
Norwood Park. A trail in this area would
require negotiations with private land‐
owners such as Brookfield Renewable
Power , the owner of the dam.
Raymondville Bridge (T6) – This is an
historic parabolic bridge that could be
restored to provide trail access. The bridge
is now closed due to concerns about its
structural capacity for vehicles but would
be a great pedestrian bridge. The bridge is
owned by St. Lawrence County and they
have looked at returning it to use as a
pedestrian bridge for years but have not
been able to locate the funding necessary.
Previous estimates have shown a cost of
$600,000 to make the improvements
necessary to re‐opened it for pedestrians.
Birding Trail(s) –Bird watching (birding) has
been increasing in popularity recently.
Dedicated birders will travel great distances
and plan trips around the activity.
Designated birding trails along the Raquette
River have been suggested to meet this
need. Birding trails often include an
informational kiosk at the trailhead,
interpretive panels along the way and
overlook blinds to conceal people. A guide
or a checklist may be developed
highlighting birds that may be seen in the
region (see section on Initiatives) such as
one that was done for Hamilton County
available through adirondackbirds.com.
Numerous areas for this abound
throughout the Raquette River Corridor. No
specific location has been determined but
suggestions included the Jamestown Falls
area, the Massawepie Mire area, Higley
Flow State Park and Colton Pond.

Example of a Birding Blind at a trail in
Times Beach, Buffalo, NY
Waterfront Concept
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Signage
A step to implement the Blueway Trail Plan that should be undertaken early on is the implementation
of a signage program. There are two basic categories of Raquette River Blueway Trail signage. The first
is directional or wayfinding signage that will identify the Blueway Trail and its major features ‐ the
second is interpretive signage that will educate visitors and promote the Blueway.
Wayfinding Signage
Wayfinding signage should be developed for two purposes; first, it will create an identity for the
Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail. Both residents of, and visitors to, the Raquette River Corridor will
become immediately aware that the Blueway Trail is an entity when they see the Wayfinding Signage.
Secondly, the Wayfinding Signage will orient visitors to the location of the river and its access points. All
Wayfinding Signage should include the Blueway icon and text in a simple and bold form. Wayfinding
signage within the boundaries of the Adirondack Park must comply with NYSDOT Guidelines for the
Adirondack Park that apply to, “all signing on state land within state highway travel corridors.” These
guidelines that include the ubiquitous brown and yellow colors are defined in the “Green Book” which is
available online through the NYSDOT website.
One of the first steps before preparing any signage will be to develop an icon, or logo, for inclusion on all
Raquette River corridor Blueway Trail signs, and promotional material. The icon should be graphically
simple using a color and shape to create a unique and recognizable identifying feature. An example of
this type of logo is a scenic byway logo.

There may be several types of Wayfinding
Signs as described below:


Blueway Trail Markers ‐ These may be
simple roadside signs with a logo that they
identify the Raquette River Blueway.



River Access Markers ‐ Locate on the side
of roadways with the direction and distance
to the river access point noted.



Feature Markers – These are similar to river
access markers except that they identify
Blueway Trail features such as Visitor
Centers or Scenic Overlooks.



River Access Panel with Map ‐ At the
Developed River Access Points, provide a
panel with a map of the entire Blueway Trail
and a zoom into the local area. Include
distances and estimated times to other
access points along the Blueway. Identify
locations that are public access along the
riverbank. A slot for dispensing paper maps
for river users may also be provided.
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On‐River Markers ‐ They will be located at
the river’s edge for boaters. They will
provide river mile numbers at critical
locations and will identify public access
areas.

Example of Possible Raquette River
Blueway logo

Waterfront Concept
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Interpretive Signage
Interpretive signage should be located at
numerous locations such as along; Trails, Local
Waterfront Parks, Roadway and Rail Gateways,
Scenic Overlooks, Kiosks and Visitor Centers.
With recent advances in materials, sign panels
can be manufactured from a laminate for
relatively little cost that have high resolution
color reproductions that are resistant to fading,
even when left outdoors for years. They are also
highly vandal resistant. Panels can be displayed
on their own with pedestal mounts or
incorporated into a small roofed structure.
Other materials for interpretive displays include
engraved stone, and etched glass.

Interpretive Panel at Raquette Pond –
Tupper Lake, NY

Interpretive Signage provides a means to
educate Blueway visitors on a variety of topics.
By providing attractive graphics and limited
engaging text, visitors will take the time to read
and absorb the information. This will foster an
awareness and appreciation of the resources
that the Corridor has to offer.
NYSDOS has published standards for signage
titled ‘New York State Coastal Resources
Interpretive Program (NYSCRIP) Signage Design
Guidelines’. This manual provides suggestions
for locally‐based interpretive themes and
guidelines for the graphic style of the panels,
and it should be used as a reference when
developing the Raquette River Blueway signage.
The use of NYSCRIP Guidelines is mandatory for
NYSDOS funded interpretive signage.

Interpretive Panel/Map for the Northern
Forest Canoe Trail – Long Lake, NY

Interpretive themes may include:


Recreation ‐ Topics may include canoeing
and kayaking, fishing, snowmobiling, skiing,
hiking, etc.



Historic ‐ Topics may include the great
camps, the timber industry, the Native
American presence, etc.



Nature – Topics may include geology,
birding, wetlands, etc.



Cultural – Topics may include, universities,
museums, hydro power, Native American
culture, architectural heritage, etc.

Waterfront Concept

Example of Interpretive Signage Graphic
from NYSCRIP Signage Design Guidelines
Manual
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Initiatives

environments and to a range of outdoor
activities (e.g., walking, canoeing, etc.)

In addition to the physical Blueway projects
previously listed, there are a number of
initiatives that will contribute to the success of
the Blueway:

Another model for a stewardship program, but
on a much larger scale, is the Landcare
movement, which links people who work the
land such as farmers, forest landowners, etc.
with others in the community, in business, and
in government to work together to accomplish
stewardship activities across boundaries in
defined geographic places (see
www.landcarecentral.org).

River Stewardship
There has been much interest in the
creation of a River Stewardship effort
similar to the “Adopt a Highway” program
run by NYSDOT. This could be a cooperative
organization between individuals, groups or
businesses who agree to “adopt” a section of
river and the local municipality or land control
agency such as Brookfield Renewable Power or
NYSDEC. This is an opportunity to involve
private citizens (outside of the local
government umbrella) in the Blueway. This is
also an opportunity to engage youth of all ages
in fostering a stewardship ethic and completing
stewardship projects.

The River Stewardship effort can be
advanced with public awareness programs
such as the Raquette River Awareness
Week as held in August of 2009. The event
featured a series of “river sweeps” to clean up
section of the river, lectures, trail maintenance,
guided walks and even a water release from
Stone Valley for whitewater enthusiasts.

Though it does not have to be a government
run effort, the “Adopt a Highway” program can
be used as a model. An interested group or
individual would sign a contract with the
controlling organization agreeing to keep a
designated section of river free of litter and
unsightly debris for a period of time. The
individual or group would need to perform a
given number of cleanups per year. The
organization would provide trash pickup once
cleanups are completed. Other services that
could be performed would be to notify
authorities if signs, trails, or other facilities are
damaged and need repair or replacement, and
to control invasive plant species. In return, the
name of the individual or group would be
posted in a prominent location along the river
such as at a River Access Point, Kiosk or Scenic
Overlook giving them publicity along with their
satisfaction of a job well‐done.
The Stewardship Organization may consider
officially adopting the seven Leave No Trace
principles which apply to both land and water
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Volunteers at Raquette River
Awareness Week – August 09
Photo Cour tesy r acquett eri ver. com
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Website Promotions

Birding Promotions

Potential visitors often search for travel
destinations online, creating an
opportunity for promotion of the Raquette
River Blueway. An attractive, frequently

In addition to the proposal for designated
Birding Trails (previously listed) promotional
materials could be developed targeting bird
enthusiasts. A simple birders pamphlet could
be published for distribution at Visitors Centers
or Kiosks. The pamphlet may contain a checklist
of common & rare birds along with a map
showing productive birding areas along the
Raquette and a description of the amenities at
each. This pamphlet could also be made
available online at relevant websites. Hamilton
County has a birding guide available on the
home page of their website at
http://hamiltoncounty.com/ that is an example
of what can be done for the Raquette River
area.

updated webpage is an effective marketing
tool. A Raquette River Blueway website could
provide information on current events, maps,
lists of businesses, current conditions for
boaters and snowmobilers and possibly
webcams at scenic locations. It could also
emphasize the assets of the river corridor
including the natural, cultural, and historic
characteristics. One of the keys to creating a
successful website is in making sure there are
numerous links on relevant sites such as
universities that draw visitors for academic or
sports events, chambers of commerce, special
interest sites such as canoeing/kayaking or
fishing, and municipal sites. Another key is the
continued optimization of the site and its
contents to insure that it shows up at the top of
a potential visitor’s web searches – a task that
requires a high level of expertise and consistent
upkeep

Traveling Blueway Exhibit
A roving display about the Raquette River
Corridor Blueway could be developed for
display, local conferences and public buildings
such as malls, municipal offices and Thruway
Service Centers – anywhere where potential
visitors congregate. The exhibit could contain
information similar to what is described above
under Website Promotions.

Wetlands Can Be Productive Birding Areas
such as at Raquette Lake (top) or at
Raquette Pond at Tupper Lake (bottom)

Waterfront Concept
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Trip Packages
One of the benefits of the Blueway for
participating communities is the co‐promotions.
With the cooperation of businesses in the
various communities, trip packages could be
created combining lodging, meals, museums
and seasonal outdoor activities. Two basic
packages could be prepared:




Winter Package – This might combine
snowmobiling or cross country skiing at
Tupper Lake or Higley Flow, with museum
tickets and a winter sports activity at one of
the universities.
Summer/Autumn Package – This package
may combine boating (canoe/kayak/raft)
rental with shuttle or guided trip combined
with museum tickets, and perhaps a great
camp tour or industrial heritage tour of
mills.

Trips could be packaged for one day or multi‐
day excursions that allow people to get a fuller
experience of what the Raquette has to offer.

“Patch System”
This initiative would encourage canoers and
kayakers to experience all parts of the Raquette
River. The idea is modeled after the
Adirondack Forty‐Sixers. The membership of
the Adirondack Forty‐Sixers Inc. consists of
hikers who have climbed to the summits of the
46 major peaks of the Adirondacks. To become
an officially recorded Forty‐Sixer, you must
climb the 46 mountains and report these climbs
in writing to a group of volunteers that keep a
tally. Members are allowed to wear the groups
patch and emblem. The organization keeps a
website with a description of how to become a
member and the current roster at
www.adk46r.org/. The club is dedicated to
environmental protection, to education for
proper usage of wilderness areas and to
participation in work projects in cooperation
with the NYSDEC.
Another local “patch system” is the Cranberry
Lake 50 which is a patch given to hikers that
50
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complete a 50‐mile loop trail around Cranberry
Lake. With the first two seasons complete, over
180 people have completed the circuit and
registered at http://www.cranberrylake50.org/.
A similar organization could be established for
people who paddle the entire length of the
Raquette River. The project could be
established with a small group of dedicated
volunteers. Once the criteria of how to become
a member and the verification process (the
Forty‐Sixers use written paper reports and
photos) is established, a contact point such as a
website could be set up. After that, only some
promotion is needed which could be done by
encouraging website links, writing articles for
canoe and kayak magazines, or creating printed
material for distribution at locations such as the
Blueway Kiosks and Visitor Centers, museums,
chambers of commerce, etc. Once established,
the “patch system” would encourage tourism
along the entire river, provide a base of
volunteers for conservation projects and be a
vehicle for people to get out and enjoy the
Raquette.

River Maps
Surprisingly, there is a lack of clear mapping of
the full length of the Raquette River for
paddlers describing river characteristics,
showing difficulty levels, the length of paddles,
portages and their length, launch points and
their conditions, etc. Good quality river maps
are available for the section of river from
Piercefield downstream that has been
completed with Brookfield Renewable Power.
There is also mapping available of the section of
river t hat is on the North Forest Canoe Trail.

Paddlers Carry Around a Dam
Waterfront Concept
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The information needed to create river maps is currently readily available. Mike Prescott, a local
independent historian and naturalist, has paddled the entire river and is familiar with all the conditions
described above and has prepared sketches of canoe carries around dams. This valuable information
needs to be compiled and put into a form that is clear and easy to use. It could be in the form of a
guidebook describing the entire river and its conditions or a series of detailed maps of specific areas that
could be carried by boaters on the water.

Invasive Species Control
Invasive species are plants, animals, and diseases that are not native to this region and cause ecological
or economic harm or harm to human health. Without native predators or parasites to keep populations
in check, invasive species grow uncontrollably and cause irreversible damage. Aquatic invasive
organisms like Eurasian and variable‐leaf watermilfoils or zebra mussels wreak havoc in aquatic systems
and deteriorate recreational pastimes. Introduced plants such as Japanese knotweed erode
streambanks and purple loosestrife degrades wetland habitat. Forests are at risk too from invasive
insect pests such as Asian longhorned beetle and emerald ash borer – these pests can devastate many
hardwood species like maples and ash.

The rate of invasive species introductions is on
the rise as a result of increased travel and trade.
Each year greater impacts to land and waters
are realized. Now more than ever it is
important to prevent the spread of invasive
species. Efforts are underway at local, regional,
and state levels to form partnerships to combat
invasive species through coordination, early
detection and response networks, and
education and outreach programs.
Communities along the Raquette River are
committed to helping to reduce the spread and
impact of invasive species by identifying
opportunities to promote stewardship and to
raise public awareness about responsible use of
the river. Activities may include detection and
removal projects of top invaders or
incorporating invasive species language into
interpretive signage, at boat launches or river
access sites, in paddling/boating or fishing
maps, in kiosks, or at Blueway Visitor Centers.

Japanese Knotweed

Emerald Ash Borer
Photo Davi d Cappae rt forest r yi mage s. or g
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Representative Projects
The following is a group of select projects for the Raquette River Corridor Blueway that are described in
much greater detail than the general description preceding. These projects have been selected because
they provide the most bang‐for‐the buck and because they help illustrate a category of project. While

each project is proposed for a specific site, the intent is that design concept can be applied to
other sites on the Raquette River Corridor.
Each project listed below includes an order‐of‐magnitude estimated cost that is detailed in the Appendix
of this report along with potential funding sources. Each area is also listed as being short term, medium
term or long term in its time frame. Time‐frame ratings are based on the project priority as expressed
by the advisory committee, the project cost, and the need for land acquisitions or easements.

Raymondville Park
Existing Conditions
Raymondville Park is at a highly visible location
along NYS ROUTE 56 in Raymondville about 2 ½
miles north of the Village of Norfolk in St.
Lawrence County. The town‐owned site is
about 4 ½ acres in size and contains a lighted
parking lot with a basketball court that is used
as an ice skating rink in winter, a veteran’s
memorial with flagpoles, a picnic shelter big
enough for two picnic tables, some
miscellaneous play equipment and a
softball/little league‐sized baseball field with a
wood pole and fencing backstop. A white
concrete building that once occupied the site
was removed in the fall of 2009. While the
community is doing a reasonable job of
maintaining the park, some capital
improvements would make it much more
usable and attractive. Another feature that
could be capitalized upon is the steep bank in
the back that offers a view over the Raquette
River and a small hydro‐electric station.

Ball Field Backstop

Park Entrance, Parking, and Building
(prior to removal)

Raquette River and Hydro‐Electric
Facility Visible from Back of the Park
Photos ‐ Courtes y Louise Bix by
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Proposed Improvements
Raymondville Park is a traditional
community park with picnic facilities, play
equipment and sports facilities and should
remain as such. However, some Blueway
features such as interpretive panels and a
map of the Raquette River would make
park visitors aware of the Blueway’s
existence. These features could be tied to
a river overlook at the back of the park
creating a much stronger link with the
river. The entrance to the park is
particularly unattractive and hard to see
from the highway and could benefit from a
revamp and a new, more prominent sign.
The play equipment could be consolidated
into one area and provided with safety
surfacing in order to meet federal
standards and minimizes the community’s
exposure to civil suits related to
playground accidents. A new larger picnic
shelter would encourage use by large
groups. The ball field should be upgraded
with a new, safer backstop though of a
small scale since the dimensions of the
outfield do not meet the standards for a
regulation field. The parking lot which
currently doubles as a basketball court
should be more clearly defined to separate
basketball from parking to minimize the
visual impact of the expanse of featureless
asphalt. The basketball court could be
designed for conversion to an ice skating
rink in winter.

Illustration of the Reconfigured
Raymondville Park
Existing Conditions

Design Guidelines
Elements of the park should have the qualities of the industrial heritage of the area. For example, the
hydro‐electric station behind the park is a red brick structure with the rich detail that accompanied
buildings of the early to mid 1900s. This style could be picked up in the new restroom/storage building.
Estimated Cost

$350,000

Time‐frame

Short Term

Potential Project Partners
State

Town of Norfolk, St. Lawrence County, New York State Department of

Potential Funding Source(s)
New York State Council on the Arts, Community Development Block
Grants, Environmental Protection Fund, local funds

Waterfront Concept
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Piercefield Beach
Existing Conditions
The hamlet of Piercefield is located in Town of
Piercefield in the upper reaches of the Raquette
about seven miles west (downstream) of
Tupper Lake on NYS ROUTE 3, a major
transportation route. Piercefield Beach is
located on the south bank of the Raquette River
below the dam that forms Piercefield Flow
Reservoir. The river current is concentrated
along the opposite bank creating a sand beach
on the near shore with a gradual bank going
into the water that is an ideal shallow area for a
swimming. The setting is scenic woodlands with
no development visible on the opposite bank.

The Scenic Setting of Piercefield Beach

Signage for the Piercefield Beach is not readily
apparent and the parking at the entrance is un‐
surfaced with undefined boundaries. Between
the beach and the parking, there is a steep
gravel road/walkway leading to the beach
which functions to keep vehicles out of view
preserving the setting. The restroom building,
while functional is an unattractive addition. The
beach also has a small picnic shelter and fire pit.
The Town has a beautiful site and a beach that
is appreciated by a small number of visitors who
know that it is there. Use could be greatly
expanded by improving the visibility and making
it a regional resource and an economic
development tool.

The Sand Beach with Restroom in the
Background

Proposed Improvements
In order to attract new visitors, an important
improvement would be to locate some signage
along NYS ROUTE 3 that identifies and directs
visitors to the beach. Some Blueway features
could be added such as interpretive signage and
a map of the Raquette River. The parking lot
and road may be surfaced in a material that
makes a firm, even walkway such as stone dust
treated with a stabilizer such as Envirobond or
Polypavement giving a natural appearance
while allowing water to percolate into the
ground.
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Parking is Un‐surfaced and the
Boundaries are Undefined
Photos Above ‐ Courte sy Louise Bix by
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Recreational improvements could include a new restroom building, an improved picnic/sun shelter, a
play area for children and some picnic tables. Miscellaneous landscape improvements such as the
planting of a few trees and improving the lawn areas would greatly improve the appearance of the
facility.
Design Guidelines
One of the most important characteristics of Piercefield Beach is the scenic, natural quality. The scale is
small and intimate with the woods surrounding the beach offering a contrast from other beaches such
as Tupper Lake. Any renovation should preserve these qualities while upgrading the man‐made
features. Structures may be constructed of logs or stone to give it an indigenous quality.
Estimated Cost

$250,000

Time‐frame

Short Term

Potential Project Partners
Town of Piercefield, Brookfield Renewable Power, St. Lawrence County,
New York State Department of State
Potential Funding Source(s)
Brookfield Renewable Power, New York State Council on the Arts,
Community Development Block Grants, Environmental Protection Fund, local funds

Existing
Conditions

Illustration of Proposed Improvements to Piercefield Beach
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Gateway Sign – Blue Mountain Lake
Existing Conditions
The intersection of State Routes 28 and 30 in
the Hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake is a logical
choice for a gateway feature since it is at a
crossroad where visitors from the southeast
enter the Raquette River Blueway Corridor. The
site was recently renovated under a NYSDOT
contract to include new paving, curbs and
sidewalks. One of the unique qualities of the
site is that is offers visitors coming northbound
on NYS ROUTE 30 their first glimpse of the Blue
Mountain Lake ‐ ostensibly part of the Raquette
River. At this intersection, NYS ROUTE 30 abuts
NYS ROUTE 28 with a stop sign at a tee
intersection formed by NYS ROUTE 28 which
has no stop. Existing buildings at the
intersection include a gas station on the
southeast corner and the Forest House Lodge
west of the intersection.
Proposed Improvements
Gateways should include a sign with the
Blueway logo and the name of the specific
location (i.e.Blue Mountain Lake – a Raquette
River Blueway Community). The sign should be
constructed to have a sturdy, substantial
appearing masonry or wood timber base. A
planting bed at the base would provide room
for small shrubs, grasses and seasonal flowers.
The scale can be modest with a panel of four by
five feet, however, the illustration following,
shows a larger panel for graphic effect.
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Design Guidelines
The major goal of a gateway feature is to create
awareness of the Blueway. This goal must be
weighed against the overriding goal of not
taking away from the character of the site. The
balance that must be achieved is to create a
gateway that will attract attention without
being overly garish and obtrusive.
Signage on state‐owned lands in the
Adirondacks must conform to the design
standards in the NYSDOT “Green Book”. The
specific location for the gateway will determine
if the gateway feature must conform to these
standards – specifically if gold lettering on a
brown background must be used. If the land is
owned privately or by a local municipality a
broader color palette may be used though it still
may be desirable to comply with the general
character described in the Green Book in order
to be appropriate in character.
Estimated Cost

$15,000

Time‐frame

Short Term

Potential Project Partners
Town of Indian
Lake, New York State Department of
Transportation, New York State Department of
State
Potential Funding Source(s)
Scenic Byways
Program, SAFETEA LU, EPF, local funds

Existing Conditions
Illustration of the
Proposed Gateway at
Blue Mountain Lake
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7. Implementation Strategy

Raquette River below Forked Lake

The Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail Plan will not benefit the communities unless its
recommendations are implemented – it must “hit the ground”. In order to make the process of
implementation simple, a series of matrices are shown on the pages following. All projects and
initiatives proposed in this Plan in Section 6 ‘Waterfront Concept’ are in the matrices. Each project is
given a map number that corresponds to the description in the text of this report. The number is also
used on the Proposed Projects Map (Figure 7), which shows the geographic location of the project. Each
project listed has a series of implementation steps; a time frame of short, medium or long term; an
agency or municipality that is suggested to be the project leader, potential partners for the project that
would also be interested in its implementation; some potential funding sources and an order‐of‐
magnitude budget estimate.
Intiatives (non‐physical projects) are also shown on the matrices in the same format.

Implementation Strategy
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No.

Project/Presumed Land Owner

Implementation Steps

Time Frame

Project Leaders

Potential Partners

Potential Funding Sources

Budget Estimate

Figure 9 – Implementation Matrices

Enhance Existing Village Riverside Parks:
P1

Long Lake Park/Village of Long Lake

Town of Long Lake

P2

Tupper Lake Waterfront Park/ Village of
Tupper Lake

Village of Tupper Lake

Town of Tupper Lake,
Franklin County, DOS

NYSCA, CDBG, EPF/LWRP, Local

P3

Piercefield Beach‐Picnic Area/Town of
Piercefield

Town of Piercefield

Brookfield Renewable
Power,
St Lawrence County, DOS

Brookfield Renewable Power, NYSCA, CDBG,
EPF/LWRP, Local

Brookfield Renewable Power, NYSCA, CDBG,
EPF/LWRP, Local

Conceptual Design, Refine
Budget,Seek Funding, Prepare a
Design, Construct Project

Short Term

Hamilton County, DOS

NYSCA, CDBG, EPF/LWRP, Local

Varies by Project, Usually
$100,000 to $500,000

P4

Norwood Beach Park/Village of
Norwood

Village of Norwood

Town of Potsdam,
Brookfield Renewable
Power, St Lawrence Co.,
DOS

P5

Raymondville Recreation Area/Town of
Norfolk

Town of Norfolk

St Lawrence County, DOS

NYSCA, CDBG, EPF/LWRP, Local

P6

Massena ‐ Springs Park/Village of
Massena

Village of Massena

Town of Massena,
St Lawrence County, DOS

NYSCA, CDBG, EPF/LWRP, Local

Boat Launch/Takeouts
B1

Long Lake – Existing Boat Dock/ Village
of Long lake

Refine Scope and Budget ‐ Seek
Funding ‐ Prepare a Design ‐
Construct Project

Town of Long Lake

Hamilton County, DOS

LWCF, EPF, SAFETEA‐LU

Medium Term
B2

Akwesasne/Akwesasne Nation

Implementation Strategy

Refine Scope and Budget ‐ Seek
Funding ‐ Prepare a Design ‐
Construct Project

$200,000 to $400,000
Akwesasne Mohawk
Nation

St Lawrence County,
Seaway Trail, DOS

National Scenic Byways Program,
LU, LWCF

SAFETEA‐
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Project/ Presumed Land Owner

peter j. smith & company, inc.

Implementation Steps

Time Frame

Project Leaders

Potential Partners

Potential Funding Sources

Budget Estimate

New River Access Points
A1

South of SR 56 Bridge in Colton/ Town of
Colton

Confirm Land Ownership ‐
Establish a Budget ‐ Seek
Funding ‐ Design‐ Construct

Medium Term Town of Colton

NYSDEC, DOS, Brookfield
Renewable Power

EPF/LWRP, NYSDEC, LWCF, Brookfield
Renewable Power

A2

Yaleville Below the Dam/ Brookfield
Renewable Power

Confirm Land Ownership ‐
Establish a Budget ‐ Seek
Funding ‐ Design‐ Construct

Medium Term Town of Norfolk

NYSDEC, DOS, Brookfield
Renewable Power

EPF/LWRP, NYSDEC, LWCF, Brookfield
Renewable Power

A3

hamlet of Norfolk Below the Dam/
Brookfield Renewable Power

Confirm Land Ownership ‐
Establish a Budget ‐ Seek
Funding ‐ Design‐ Construct

Medium Term Town of Norfolk

NYSDEC, DOS, Brookfield
Renewable Power

EPF/LWRP, NYSDEC, LWCF, Brookfield
Renewable Powere
$10,000 to $20,000

A4

Upstream of the Village of Massena at
the Power Line Crossing/ National Grid

Confirm Land Ownership ‐
Establish a Budget ‐ Seek
Funding ‐ Design‐ Construct

Medium Term Town of Massena

NYSDEC, DOS, National Grid EPF/LWRP, NYSDEC, LWCF

A5

Downstream from the Village of
Massena on Roosevelt Road at the
Power Line Crossing/ National Grid

Confirm Land Ownership ‐
Establish a Budget ‐ Seek
Funding ‐ Design‐ Construct

Medium Term Town of Massena

NYSDEC, DOS, National Grid EPF/LWRP, NYSDEC, LWCF

A6

Alcoa Site in the Town of Massena/
Alcoa

Contact Land Owner ‐ Establish a
Budget ‐ Seek Funding ‐ Design‐ Medium Term Town of Massena
Construct

NYSDEC, DOS, Alcoa

Alcoa, EPF/LWRP, NYSDEC, LWCF

New Scenic Overlook
O1

Raquette Lake Near Poplar Rd./ NYSDOT

Town of Long Lake

NYSDOT, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU, Scenic Byways Program

O2

Long Lake near Newcomb Road/ NYSDOT

Town of Long Lake

NYSDOT, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU, Scenic Byways Program

O3

Tupper Lake(2) – NYS Route 30 and Hwy
30, Simon Pond/ NYSDOT

Village of Tupper Lake

NYSDOT, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU, Scenic Byways Program

O4

Piercefield at Pump Station/ Town of
Piercefield

NYSDOT, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU, Scenic Byways Program

O5

Colton – Raquette River Recreation
Area/ NYSDOT

Town of Colton

NYSDOT, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU, Scenic Byways Program

O6

Between Raymondville & Massena –
NYS Route 56/ NYSDOT

Town of Norfolk

St Lawrence County, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU

O7

Downstream of Massena at Creek Near
Cemetery/ St Lawrence County

Village of Massena

St Lawrence County, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU
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Medium Term Town of Piercefield
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No.

Project

Implementation Steps

Time Frame

Project Leaders

Potential Partners

Potential Funding Sources

Town of Indian Lake

Hamilton County,
Adirondack Museum, DOS

NYSCA, Member Item

Budget Estimate

New Blueway Visitor Center
V1

V2

Blue Mountain Lake

Potsdam

Following Substantial
Establishment of the Blueway,
Select Site
Seek Funding, Design,
Construction

$400,000 to $600,000

Long Term
Village of Potsdam

Town of Potsdam, Clarkson,
NYSCA, Member Item
SUNY Potsdam, DOS

New Blueway Kiosk at Museums
K1

Adirondack Museum

K2

The Wild Center

K3

Akwesasne

Adirondack Museum
Establish Budget, Seek Funding,
Design, Build & Install

Medium Term The Wild Center

Explore New York, EPF/LWRP
All Blueway Communities,
DOS

Akwesasne Mohawk
Nation

Explore New York, EPF/LWRP

$20,000 to $30,000

Explore New York, EPF/LWRP

New Railroad Gateway Features:
R1

R2

Tupper Lake

Seek Funding, Prepare Design,
Construction

Norwood

Following Completion of RR
Station, Seek Funding, Prepare
Design, Construction

Village of Tupper Lake

The Wild Center, DOS
Explore New York, EPF/LWRP
Adirondack Scenic Railroad
$20,000 to $30,000

Long Term
Village of Norwood

Town of Potsdam,
St Lawrence County, DOS

Explore New York, EPF/LWRP

NYSDOT, DOS

Scenic Byways Program, SAFETEA‐LU

NYSDOT, DOS

Scenic Byways Program, SAFETEA‐LU

NYSDOT, DOS

Scenic Byways Program, SAFETEA‐LU

NYSDOT, DOS

Scenic Byways Program, SAFETEA‐LU

NYSDOT, DOS

Scenic Byways Program, SAFETEA‐LU

NYSDOT, DOS

Scenic Byways Program, SAFETEA‐LU

St. Lawrence County, DOS

SAFETEA‐LU
Scenic Byways Program, SAFETEA‐LU,
National Scenic Byways Program

New Road Gateway Features at Major Roads/Intersections
G1

Blue Mountain Lake

Town of Indian Lake

G2

Raquette Lake

Town of Long Lake

G3

Long Lake

Town of Long Lake

G4

Between Tupper Lake and Saranac Lakes

Select Specific Site,
Confirm Ownership
Seek Funding,
Prepare a Design
Construct Project

Town of Harrietstown
Medium Term

G5

Sevey

G6

Potsdam

Village of Potsdam

G7

Massena

Village of Massena

G8

Akwesasne

Akwesasne Mohawk
Nation

Implementation Strategy
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$10,000 to $20,000
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Project/Presumed Land Owner

Implementation Steps

Time Frame

Project Leaders

Potential Partners

Potential Funding Sources

NYSDEC

Village/Town of Long Lake,
EPF/LWRP
DOS

Budget Estimate

New Riverside Camping – Lean‐Tos
C1

Long Lake/State‐owned Land

C2

Carry Falls Reservoir/Brookfield
Renewable Power

C3

Between Yaleville and Raymondville/
Town of Norfolk

Select Specific Site,
Confirm Ownership
Seek Funding,
Prepare a Design
Construct Project

Brookfield Renewable
Power, DOS

Brookfield Renewable Power, EPF/LWRP

Town of Norfolk

St. Lawrence County, DOS

EPF/LWRP

Village of Tupper Lake

The Wild Center, DOS
Adirondack Scenic
Railroad

LWCF, EPF/LWRP, SAFETEA‐LU

LWCF, EPF/LWRP, SAFETEA‐LU

LWCF, EPF/LWRP, SAFETEA‐LU

Medium Term Town of Colton

$10,000 per Site with
Trail/Signage

New Trails/Existing Trail Enhancements
T1

Junction Pass Trail/ Village of Tupper
Lake

Obtain Design Approval, Bid,
Construct Project

T2

Catamount Trail/ Catamount Lodge and
Brookfield Renewable Power

Catamount Lodge

Brookfield Renewable
Power, Town of Colton,
DOS

T3

Extend the Red Sandstone Trail ‐ Sugar
Island to Bayside/ Brookfield Renewa
ble Power

Town of Potsdam

Brookfield Renewable
Power, DOS

Village of Potsdam

Town of Potsdam, Clarkson,
LWCF, EPF/LWRP, SAFETEA‐LU
DOS

$300,000 to $500,000

Confirm Scope, Establish
Budget, Seek Funding, Prepare a
Design,Construct Project

NA - Privately Funded

Medium Term

T4

Waterfront Trail in Potsdam/ Village of
Potsdam

T5

New Norwood Riverfront Trail/ B
rookfield Renewab le Power and Private
Land‐owners

Village of Norwood

Town of Potsdam,
Brookfield Renewable
Power, DOS

LWCF, EPF/LWRP, SAFETEA‐LU

$25/Mile for Paved Trail w/o
Land Acquisition

T6

Historic Raymondville Bridge/ St
Lawrence County

St Lawrence County

Town of Norfolk, DOS

LWCF, EPF/LWRP, SAFETEA‐LU

$700,000
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No.

Initiative

Implementation Steps

Time Frame

Project Leaders

Potential Partners

Potential Funding Sources

Budget Estimate

Short Term

Raquette River Blueway All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Advisory
Advisory Committee
Committee
Members

NA

NA

Medium Term

All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Blueway Advisory
Group
Committee

LWCF, EPF/LWRP

Assume 60 signs
$24,000

Short Term

All Blueway
Communities,Catamount
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Lodge & Forest LLC,
Group
Blueway Advisory
Committee

NA

NA

Short Term

All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Blueway Advisory
Group
Committee

EPF/LWRP

<$5,000

Medium Term

All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Blueway Advisory
Group
Committee

Explore New York, EPF/LWRP

$10,000 to $15,000

Medium Term

All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Audubon, Blueway Advisory Explore New York, EPF/LWRP
Group
Committee

Medium Term

Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal Chambers of Commerce,
Group
Major Museums, Blueway
Advisory Committee

NA

Medium Term

All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Blueway Advisory
Group
Committee

EPF/LWRP

Blueway Initiatives
Develop Raquette Blueway Inter‐
municipal Group

NA

NA

NA

Blueway Trail Marker Signage Program

River Stewardship Program

NA

Website Promotions

NA

Traveling Blueway Exhibit

NA

Birding Promotion Pamphlet

NA

Trip Packages

NA

Patch System

NA

NA

Invasive Species Control

Develop River Maps

Implementation Strategy

Get municipalities to sign MOA
forming Blueway Inter‐
municipal Group
Determine Number of Markers,
Confirm Budget, Seek Funding,
Design Logo and Sign, Select
Locations
Form Stewardship Group,
Research Similar Programs,
Write Guidelines, Segment
River, Promote Adoption,
Followup with Adoptees
Confirm Budget, Retain
Designer, Call for Content and
Links, Continually Monitor and
Update
Confirm Budget, Seek Funding,
Design and Fabricate Display,
Promote Program and Monitor
Confirm Budget, Retain
Designer, Print Flyers, Link to
Websites, Seek Distribution
Locations and Links
Identify Project Manager,
Brainstorm Possibilities, Seek
Partners, Create Packages,
Promote via print and Web
Model After Adirondack 46ers ‐
Identify Project Manager,
Identify Criteria, Establish
Website with criteria and
registration
Work with River Stewards
toIdentify Locations of
Invasives. Create and
Implement an Eradication
Program
Identify Project Manager,
Brainstorm Possibilities, Seek
Partners, Create Packages,
Promote via print and Web

Short Term

Medium Term

$5,000 to $10,000

$10,000

All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Blueway Advisory
NYSDEC, US Fish & Wildlife, NRCS
Group
Committee, River Stewards

Unknown

All Blueway Communities,
Blueway Inter‐municipal
Blueway Advisory
Group
Committee

$10,000 ‐ $15,000

Explore New York, EPF/LWRP
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8. The Process

Blue Mountain Lake

Throughout the development of the
Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail
Plan, there have been ample opportunities
for the public and the Raquette River
communities to be involved in the process.

Advisory Committee
Participation
An Advisory Committee was formed to guide
the process of developing that plan. The
Committee convened four times during the
project to express their vision for the Blueway
and to review the content and progress of the
Blueway Plan.

Public Participation
A public meeting was held on October 15, 2009
in the auditorium of the Colton‐Pierrepont
Central School (See Summary in Appendix).
Sixteen people were in attendance at the
meeting. The meeting announcement was send
to all local public media including newspapers,
and radio and television stations. In addition an
email announcement was sent to an extensive
list of email addresses collected for this project
that included municipalities, businesses,
interested groups and individuals that have
attended Raquette River Awareness Week
activities.

Community Participation
Outreach meetings were held at three widely
dispersed locations along the Raquette River;
Tupper Lake, Norwood, and Akwesasne. During
these meetings, the benefits of the Blueway
were discussed and communities were invited
to discuss current and proposed projects in
their areas that should be considered for
inclusion in the Blueway projects list.

An Advisory Committee Meeting at the
Adirondack Hotel in Long Lake
The Process
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9. Appendix
Sample – Memorandum of Agreement
The following is an example of the text that could be used in an Memorandum of Understanding by the
Blueway Trail cooperating communities to establish the Raquetter River Inter‐municipal Group . The
final wording should be discussed and altered to suit the preference of the interested parties.

Memorandum of Agreement Establishing the Raquette River Inter‐municipal
Coordinating Committee
This Agreement dated __________________________ is between the local governments located along
the Raquette River in Franklin, Hamilton, and St. Lawrence counties.
WHEREAS, numerous cooperating parties, including the local governments along the Raquette River,
various New York State agencies, and various not‐for‐profit organizations share the responsibilities,
interests, and benefits of protecting and enhancing the Raquette River, which is a regional resource
affected by the actions of these parties;
WHEREAS, the cooperating parties participated in the development of an inter‐municipal plan for
protection and revitalization of the 174‐mile Raquette River corridor, entitled the Raquetter River
Corridor Blueway Trail Plan;
WHEREAS, The Raquette River Blueway Trail Plan includes recommendations for protecting natural
resources and enhancing water‐based recreation and tourism as part of an overall program to develop a
sustainable tourism‐based economy and revitalize waterfront communities;
WHEREAS, one of the recommendations of the Raquette River Blueway Trail Plan is the effective inter‐
municipal cooperation for implementing regional actions through the establishment of an appropriate
institutional mechanism;
WHEREAS, the cooperating parties hereto are desirous of continuing to work together on a cooperative
basis in order to maintain communication, establish a forum where Raquette River corridor
revitalization issues may be addressed, and enhance inter‐municipal and public‐private efforts to
protect and enhance the Raquette River Corridor.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
THAT the parties hereto agree to create and participate in a Raquette River Inter‐municipal Coordinating
Committee “the Committee”);
THAT the Committee shall be comprised of one designated representative of each signatory party and
chaired by the New York State Secretary of State, or his/her designee;
THAT each party may, at its pleasure, change its representative to the Committee from time to time;
THAT the Committee will:
a. Advance activities to implement the recommendations of the Raquette River Corridor Blueway
Trail Plan;
Appendix
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b. Periodically establish, review, and update priority actions for protecting and enhancing the
Raquette River and revitalizing its waterfront communities;
c. Identify funding priorities for consideration by members when applying for grants and other
financial assistance;
d. Facilitate coordination of members efforts, sharing of information, and increased education of
and among Committee members, to protect and enhance the Raquette River;
e. Approve an annual work plan and budget for the Committee;
f. Convene an annual forum for the purpose of reviewing past accomplishments and discussing
actions needed to further protection and enhancement of the Raquette River;
g. Establish sub‐committees as needed;
h. Adopt bylaws and procedures for the conduct of business, as necessary.
i. THE PARTIES signing this AGREEMENT represent that they have been duly authorized to enter
into this AGREEMENT, pursuant to their respective lawful authorities.
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Land Use Controls
An understanding of land use controls is helpful in order to understand what actions are feasible and how
approvals are given. Following are descriptions of some major land use controls along the Raquette
River corridor.

Land Use Control Chart
The following chart lists the basic Land Use Tools used by municipalities along the Raquette River.

Comp. Plan Zoning Subdivision Site Plan Planning Board

County

Municipality

Franklin

Harrietstown (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Franklin

Tupper Lake (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Hamilton

Arietta (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Hamilton

Long Lake (Town)

No

No

No

No

Yes

St. Lawrence

Colton (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

St. Lawrence

Massena (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

St. Lawrence

Massena (Village)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

St. Lawrence

Norfolk (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

St. Lawrence

Norwood (Village)

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

St. Lawrence

Parishville (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

St. Lawrence

Piercefield (Town)

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

St. Lawrence

Pierrepont (Town)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

St. Lawrence

Potsdam (Town)

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

St. Lawrence

Potsdam (Village)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Derived from 'Land Use Planning & Regulations - A Survey of New York State Municipalities' Published by the NYS
Legislative Commission on Rural Resources, Senator Patrick K. McGee, Chair, July 2004
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Adirondack Park Agency Controls
Approximately two thirds of the Raquette River
flows within the Adirondack Park. The
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) was created in
1971 to develop long‐range land use plans for
both public and private lands within the
boundary of the Park, known as the “blue line.”
The APA prepared the State Land Master Plan
and the Adirondack Park Land Use and
Development Plan. Both plans are periodically
updated to reflect current trends and
conditions. The APA strives to conserve the
Park’s natural resources and assure that
development is well‐planned through
administration of the Adirondack Park Agency
Act, the New York State Freshwater Wetlands
Act and the New York State Wild, Scenic and
Recreational Rivers System Act. The APA is an
agency of New York State government, with
offices in Ray Brook. While APA is responsible
for developing and maintaining a master plan
for state lands in the Park, it does not manage
these lands; the care, custody and control of
state lands is the responsibility of the NYSDEC.

peter j. smith & company, inc.

The APA has developed a land classification
system for all private lands within the Park. The
system has six categories: hamlet; moderate
intensity use; low intensity use; rural use;
resource management; and industrial use. Each
classification has a permitted uses, number of
buildings per square mile, average lot size and a
list of uses that require a permit. The APA
maintains a detailed map of the Park,where
each classification is identified with a color and
assigned to all parcels. The goal of the land
classification system is to channel growth into
areas where it is best supported and to control
the density of development. The APA allows any
local government within the Park to develop its
own local land use programs, which, if approved
by the APA, may transfer some permitting
authority from the APA to the local government.
Shorelines have special restrictions; all rivers
designated as Wild, Scenic and Recreational
River Systems (which the Raquette River is in
portions) and all rivers and streams navigable by
boat, have setbacks requirements and
restrictions on lot widths and tree cutting. The
requirements vary according to the land use

Charts from ’Citizens Guide to APA Land Use Regulations’

Setbacks Preserve Natural
Shoreline Views

classification.
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Projects Supporting the Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail
Initiative
Current/Proposed Complementary Projects
There are some projects that are currently underway, or proposed for the near future, in the Raquette
River Corridor that will complement the character of the corridor. The list below is not intended to be
comprehensive but merely a list of the most relevant projects and studies:





Tupper Lake Waterfront Revitalization – The Village of Tupper Lake has been awarded a grant to
prepare a Local Waterfront Revitalization Strategy.
Massena, Louisville LWRP ‐ The St. Lawrence County Planning Office is working with the Town of
Massena, the Village of Massena, and the Town of Louisville to prepare a Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program. This DOS funded planning documents will reflect the problems and
opportunities that currently exist in the waterfront and outline new priorities and projects.
Potsdam Waterfront Revitalization – The Village of Potsdam has been awarded a grant to prepare a
Local Waterfront Revitalization Strategy.

Recent Contributing Studies





Raquette Boreal Draft Unit Management Plan – This is the management plan for lands that comprise
the Raquette Boreal Unit (approximately 49,000 acres) which includes Forest Preserve lands and
private lands subject to New York State‐owned conservation easements.
Village of Tupper Lake Master Plan for Multi‐Use Recreation Trail and Transportation Network – This
study completed in 2006 by Barton and Loguidice, P.C. identifies a number of trail routes proposed
for the Village of Tupper Lake.
Scenic Byway Plans for the Central Adirondack Trail, the Adirondack Trail and the Olympic Trail.
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Corridor Revitalization Advisory Committee
The following individuals have been instrumental in the genesis and/or the preparation of this Raquette
River Corridor Blueway Trail Plan:

Core Group/Project Team
Bixby, Louise
Ferris, Joann
Kenndy, Janet
Kopp, Jon
Murphy, James
Swafford, Bill
Watson, Mary Jane
Andrew Labruzzo

Raquette River Corridor Project
Raquette River Corridor Project Coordinator
Lakes to Locks, Inc
Raquette River Corridor Project /Tupper Lake C of C
Village of Potsdam
Raquette River Corridor Project
Raquette River Corridor Project
New York Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources

Advisory Committee Members
Basford, Everette
DesCahmp, Kim
Erman, Steve
Gibson, Bob
Hanss, Fred
Herne, Sue
Klein, Mike
LaLonde, Mike
Lowe, Betsy
Montesi, Ron
Nesbitt, Ellen
O'Brien, Sharon
Prescott, Mike
Savage, Jamie
Schiavone, Al
Skutnik, Tom
Smith, Zoe
Tavares, Jennifer
Tenbusch, John
Travis, Betsy
Wood, John
Yurgartis, Steve

6

Village of Massena
Village of Potsdam
Adirondack Park Agency
Town of Long Lake
Village of Potsdam
Akwesasne Museum
Wear on Earth
Cornwall Tourism
The Wild Center
NYS DEC, Region 5
Saint Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce
Adirondack North Country Association
NFET
SUNY‐ESF Ranger School
NYS DEC, Region 6
Brookfield Renewable Power
WCS
Potsdam Chamber of Com
Saint Lawrence County Planning
Potsdam Museum
NYSOPRHP Higley Flow
Raquette River Advisory Committee
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Public Meeting Summary
Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail
Location:
Colton‐Pierrepont Central School
Meeting Date:
October 15, 2009
Issue Date:
November 18, 2009
In Attendance:
Art Wilson, South Colton
Walt Paul, South Colton
Pat Whalen, Potsdam, NYSDEC
John Omohundro, Hannawa Falls
Louise Bixby, South Colton
Sheila Cerwonka, Potsdam
Edwin Francis, Winthrop
Judy Wendt, Potsdam
Duanne Leggue, Winthrop
Larry Patzwald, Colton
Kathi Tevlin, Saranac Lake
Sally Gross, The Wild Center
Also:
Bill Swafford, Supervisor, Town of Colton
Mary Jane Watson, Raquette River Advisory Committee
Jim Murphy, Village of Potsdam, Raquette River Blueway Trail
Dan Sundell,
peter j. smith & company, inc.
Introduction
James Murphy called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Colton‐Pierrepont Central
School.
Danny Sundell of Peter J. Smith showed a PowerPoint presentation outlining the major points of the
recent draft report. He stressed the economic, recreational, and grant potential benefits of the
Corridor. Using the river wisely is essential for current and future generations. He reviewed the six eras
of history of the river. Priority projects, e.g. beach/park developments at Massena Springs,
Raymondville, Norwood, Piercefield, Long Lake were presented as well as a Norfolk river access. Sundell
also presented a photo simulation of the Norfolk river access.
Comments
Walt Paul of the St. Lawrence Sportsmen’s Federation inquired about the definition of a small boat that
is contained in the definition of a Blueway. Sundell replied there is no definition at all—it includes
motorboats to inner tubes and t hat the Blueway will not add any restriction to boats. Paul noted that
he understood that in some spots (Carry Falls) the 150 foot camping setback (FERC line) does not apply
and that island camping on Carry had been done historically and is still popular.
Walt Paul questioned the goals and objectives of the project and who has determined that the eco
system is fragile along the river. He recommended that the word “fragile” be removed. The word
“protection” also raises flags for Walt and draws battle lines. Sundell explained that this is outside the
purview of the Blueway project. Paul stressed that any town board who gives regulatory authority is
going down the wrong path. Sundell explained that the protection sought by this project is trying to
protect the quality of the experience along the Raquette River. Murphy noted that protection of private
land is also of concern. Paul thought that a member of the sportsmen’s federation should be on the
advisory committee and Murphy took his card for that purpose.
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John Omohundro mentioned that he is working with some Eagle scouts on interpretive signage in
Potsdam and that it would be nice to incorporate the Blueway logo. Sundell replied that no logo had
been developed as yet. Omohundro also mentioned that the Raquette River Advisory Council oversees
the Brookfield license and that funds were available for projects from Carry Falls to Akwesasne. Jim
Murphy mentioned that a representative from Brookfield Renewable Power has attended Blueway
meetings and is on our mailing list.
Judy Wendt indicated that she had come for a couple of reasons including to expand motorized trails.
She thought that her group, the Recreational Trails Advisory Board, should also be included on the
advisory committee. That group had been working with Parishville and Colton to develop ATV trails to
bring money into the communities. She hopes that eventually snowmobile and ATV trails will go from
Franklin to Lewis Counties. The Corridor project looks wonderful, but when people see the words
“protect” and “environment” they get real nervous. She feels that the Raquette is the people’s river and
belongs to all of us. She does not want to see restricted use. She is all for the Blueway and noted that
the Raquette is our heritage.
Sundell added that multipurpose trails would be recommended where appropriate in the Blueway Plan.
Wendt noted that she realized that nothing could be done within the boundary of the Adirondack Park
and that ATVers and snowmobilers had been burned in the past. She said that they had been careful to
stay away from Stone Valley and Red Sandstone trails which are footpaths but thought logging roads
could be motorized without causing conflicts.
Larry Patzwald stressed that while trying to bring outside people into experience the Raquette River,
don’t forget the local people. The educational component needs to be looked at stressing the
opportunity to appreciate what’s in our own backyard. School districts could be involved in the effort to
increase appreciation of the Raquette.
Sheila Cerwonka stated her opposition to developing trails, etc. near Clarkson and linking them to the
Red Sandstone Trail. Her concern was that this is a nature area and should be left undisturbed.
Respectfully submitted,

Danny Sundell ASLA, AICP
peter j. smith & company, inc.
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